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Pastor Ostrem

Lent is a time to think about commitment, the
commitment of love and sacrifice Christ made to and
for us for our salvation, and the commitment we are
called to make to Christ and to our neighbors in
response to that love. A story by Tony Campolo
illustrates the nature of that commitment and our
tendency to misunderstand and underestimate it.

Soren Kierkegaard tells the story of a fireman.
Everybody in town loved the fireman because he was
a kind and gentle man. One day he got on the fire
truck with the other firemen and headed to the
blazing inferno — a building consumed in flames. The
fireman saw about 500 townspeople there with little
water pistols in their hands. Smiling at one another,
they were going “squirt-squirt, squirt-squirt.”

The fireman asked the people what they were doing.
They replied, “We all believe in what you are doing
and we each came to make our little contribution —

squirt-squirt.”

The fireman shouted, “Get out of here. This is no
place for well-meaning people who want to make a
contribution; this is a place for people who are ready
to die to put out the flames.”

This Lenten season we look to one, namely Jesus
Christ, who was willing to die to put out the flames,
to save us from the flames of sin, death, and hell.
This same Jesus calls us to do more than simply
believe in what he has done and is doing, as
important as that may be. He is also calling us to
follow him, to be his disciples and live lives for our
neighbors shaped by his own commitment to love
and sacrifice for us. He says, “If any want to become
by followers, let them deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will find it.”

Lent stands as a reminder that following Jesus is not
an occasional choice, but a life-long calling. It is the
kind of life I would not have the courage to attempt
on my own. I thank God that I am not called to
“make it up as I go,” but rather to follow Jesus along
the way.

TEAMWORK

Pastor Ostrem

Cheryl Hollich

It’s that time again...you’re thinking Lent but
that’s not what I am thinking. I’m thinking First
Communion. As I have met with the 5™ Grade
students and their parent(s), I have noticed the
deep interest in participation in this sacrament by
the students.

We begin the series of 4 classes by looking at
both sacraments—Baptism and Holy
Communion. They discuss their own baptism
and remember—with their parents—what
happened on that day when they became a
Christian, a member of the family of God. We
then look at the connection between the Passover
of the Old Testament and The Last Supper of the
New Testament. The fact that the sacrament of
Holy Communion has its beginnings in a meal
that was celebrated in the Old Testament is
important. We then look at the fact that Holy
Communion gives many blessings, the most
important being forgiveness of sins, which opens
the door for life and salvation. We our time
together learning how our time together during
Sunday worship—as the family of God—centers
itself around Holy Communion. We gather
around the Table of the Lord.

As we move toward Holy Week and the Maundy
Thursday observance, may we all take the time to
renew our deep interest in Holy Communion.
Remembering that Communion is a sacrament—a
sacrament in which Christ is present and that we
can be assured of the forgiveness of sins. It is
our “means of grace.”

Eat. Drink. Remember
who I am
s0 you can remember
who you are
and tell the others
so that all
God’s people
can live
in communion. ..

in holy communion. Ann Weems

Blessings, Cheryl




PRAYER CORNER

“Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus
and for all people according to their needs.”

THOSE HOSPITALIZED & THOSE WHO HAVE

REQUESTED OUR CONTINUED PRAYERS:

Tim Stange Karen Padgett
Lisa (Frieden) Dowell  Art Miller

Jackie Opel
Betty Miller

Those who have lost loved ones:
the family of Donald Dotson (father of John Dotson)
the family of Luceil Lenz
the family of Ruth Umbanhowar
the family of Erna Niemann.
the family of Audrey O’Brien

Young people receiving their First Communion on
March 6:

Oscar Alvarez ~ Katelynn Subbert ~ Alex Mueller
Taylor Borde Cody Hatcher

Other Special Needs:

1) Pray for the hungry and the homeless throughout
the world and for those for whom the cold weather
will present special challenges and danger.

2) Pray for our missionary to Mexico, Katherine
Grafft; our Bishops, Mark and Philip, and all who
serve the Church.

3) Pray for our nation, for peace in our world, an end
to all conflicts, and for all those who serve our
nation on foreign soil.

4) Pray that Lent might be a time of renewal for all in
our congregation.

ADULT FORUM

The six-week adult forum series entitled, “What Are
They Doing to Jesus?” continues through April 3.
This video series lead by Dr. Mark Allen Powell
from Trinity Seminary in Columbus, Ohio, is helping
us explore how contemporary scholars seek to
understand Jesus and his life. Join us in the council
room on the upper level of the building at 9:15 AM.
This series has been provided through the Adult
Education Enrichment Fund of the Zion Lutheran
Church Trust Fund.

The Fellowship Committee invites you to
express your warmest wishes to the following
members of Zion who celebrate their 80th or
older birthday this month:

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO

BERNICE KUBLIK MARCH 1
GENEVIEVE MCDANIEL MARCH 1
CHRISTINA HOLTZ MARCH 2
*ESTHER PANKRATZ MARCH 7
GEORGE BLACKWOOD MARCH 7
RICHARD KOLL MARCH 16
RuTH HANSON MARCH 25

*90 YEARS OF AGE

L SO

COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE

In the name of Jesus Christ,
Who is the host of the great feast
And is truly present as the feast of itself,

Oscar Alvarez
Katelynn Subbert
Alex Mueller
Taylor Borde
Cody Hatcher

are prepared to receive
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

At Zion Lutheran Church, Muscatine, lowa
On March 6, 2005

May the gifts of the body and blood
Of our Lord and Savior
Strengthen and keep you in grace
And may you be nourished
In the fellowship of the believers
Throughout your life.
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Dear Zion Lutheran Church Family,

Thank you very much for the wonderful assortment
of hats, gloves, and scarves you donated to the
HOPES Program. Your thoughtfulness is helping
keep many children warm and comfortable this

winter season. We greatly appreciate the continued
support from your congregation.

Sincerely, Rebecca Schultz

Thank you Zion friends for the prayers, cards and
memorials for Mother at her passing. Special thanks
to Pastor Paul for his comforting message at her
service.

Elaine Heitmann

Thank you to everyone who has generously donated
food for the Strengthening Families Program.
Thank you especially to our faithful team of
workers (food & childcare): Carol Christophersen,
Reita Driskell, Ella Mae Evenson, Dyann Roby,
LoAnne Worth, Katie Chrisman, Anna Pusateri, and
Karly McDonald.

Cheryl Hollich

Thank you for the cards I received while recovering
from my broken foot. They helped to brighten my
recovery time.

Helen Stange

Thank you for your generous gift of giving from the
heart! Once again your assistance through the
giving of toys, clothes, wrapping paper, monetary
donations, batteries, books, art supplies, etc. has
given many families in our community a very Merry
Christmas. Thank you for being a sponsor for our
Christmas Program. We wish to extend to you and
your families the best of the New Year.

Mary Barrett, Star Director

To our church family—The kind words, hugs, cards,
flowers and memorials were so appreciated in the
loss of our Mom & Grandma. The words ‘thank
you’ just don’t seem to be enough.. We feel truly
blessed. We know how much Mom will be missed.
Thank you to Pastor Paul for his beautiful service
and to the ZLCW for the luncheon. God’s peace,
The Family of Ruth Umbanhowar

To the carolers at Christmas—Thank you so
much. It was nice to have you singing the
Carols in my living room. For all the cards
and greetings for my birthday— Thank you
so much. For the Valentine singers— thank
you for the cookie and for the greeting.
Thank you a bunch. It was such fun to see
you at my door and to receive such a special
Valentine. Love you all.

June Pries

“l don’t know how he does it. He preaches entire
sermons without using the words ‘cool’,
Tike' or ‘awesome’.”

HOSPITALITY

The Hospitality time after worship service is a
time of fellowship with old friends and new
members. You are invited to be a ‘treat sponsor’
by supplying the treats for a specific Sunday or
donating the required money for purchase. The
Hospitality sheet is posted on the bulletin board
near the nursery. Or you could share the gift of
giving between two families.

Hospitality and fellowship is sharing Zion’s
community of faith and building relations with
one another.




Financial Report

If you would like to see the full report as the

finance committee and council sees it and reviews

it each month, please call or stop in the church
office and we will gladly share it.

ZL.C Monthly Financial Update

January, 2005 1/12 Year  Year-to-Date
Income Actual Budget Difference
Budgeted Income $ 24,100 $ 25,000 $ (900)
Unbudgeted Income  $ 4942 $ - $ 4,942
Total Income $ 29,042 $ 25,000 $ 4,042
Expenses
Budgeted Expenses  $ 25,270  $ 25,000 $ 270
Unbudgeted Expenses $ 3,711 § - $ 3,711
Total Expenses $ 28,981 $ 25,000 $ 3,981
Income - Expenses  $ 61 $ - $ 61
Fund Balances
Current Fund $ 27,898
Memorial Fund $ 9,948
Building Fund $ 16,452
Gateway Apartments $ 28,490
EASTER
LILIES

We are again offering
Easter Lilies in honor or memory of a loved
one. The lilies will be purchased from
Garrisons Market in Wilton and will be
$8.00 each, delivered to the church. There
will be envelopes in the narthex for you to
use for purchasing a lily. On the bottom of
the envelope is a line if you want to offer a
contribution to World Hunger.

\///

- N7
(// =~
— N
{3

ThePromise

of Easter March 27

Articles for the ‘Contact’ will
be due in the office Monday,
March 28 and assembly will be
March 31, 9:00 a.m. in the
Multi-purpose Room. Come join us for good
conversation and fun.

New Members Addresses:

Bob & Paula Driessnack &

Melissa, Amanda, Kaitlyn

318 Wood Creek Lane

Muscatine, [A 52761

264-1189
Kathy Fair
1018 Sunrise Circle
Muscatine, 1A

264-2397

Paul & Susan Gustafson & Thomas
318 Eagle Ridge Road
Muscatine, 1A
263-6034
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Caring Baskets

The Social Ministry committee would like to
distribute “Caring Baskets” to Zion members
currently residing at Lutheran Homes. The first
basket will be shared during the month of May.
We are also looking at sharing a basket in July
and September/October.

The committee is asking for your assistance--
search your home and see if you have any of the
following to share for the baskets:

» Baskets with handles;
=  Combs;
= Jewelry—pins and bracelets;
= Sun-catchers;
=  Window Suction cups (for the sun-catchers);
= Greeting Cards (individual or in boxes); and

A book/strip of postage stamps.

A box will be placed at the top of the stairs for
your donated items. Thanks for your help.




SUPPER CLUB

Once a month members of Zion join together for
dinner on Saturday evening. This month we are
gathering at China Garden on Saturday, March 19 at
6:00 p.m.

This is a good time to get better acquainted with
your church family and a good time to fellowship
with old friends. Sign up on the bulletin board near
the nursery. .

ELCA’S J.S. BACH

The Hallmark Channel will air a 60-minute version
of the award-winning program, “Glory to God
Alone: The Life of J.S. Bach,” on Palm Sunday,
March 20. The documentary will be broadcast at
11:00 AM.

Bach, a well-known German composer regarded by
many as one of the finest classical composers ever,
lived from 1685 to 1750. He composed vocal,
keyboard, and orchestral works.

The expanded documentary production —originally
produced in 2003 by Mosaic Television, the video
magazine of the ELCA—includes additional video
such as performances of some of Bach’s music and a
new interview with a Bach scholar. It will feature
original scenes from Eisenach, Ohrdruf, Weimar,
Kothen, Muhlhausen and Leipzig, all in Bach’s
native Germany.

|

SOWERS —
Will meet March 21, at 6:30 p.m. at
Susan Gustafson’s home, 318 Eagle
Ridge Road. Come join us for an

___evening of stitching and fellowship.

ZLCW

“TO MOBILIZE WOMEN TO ACT
BOLDLY ON THEIR FAITH IN JESUS
CHRIST”

March is here, which means spring will be here
soon (March 20 to be exact). Just as the
flowers are reaching up through the cold
ground, stretching toward the sun, so the
ZLCW is reaching out to all women of Zion.

You are invited to attend the General Meeting
on March 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Yes, there will be a business meeting but
there will also be a memorial service to honor
women of Zion who have passed away this past
year. We will also see the video “Women in
the Early Church”. Come and see how these
women acted boldly on their faith to bring faith
to today’s women.

Remember to check out the ZLCW bulletin
board on the lower level of the church and also
visit the women’s page on Zion’s website at
http://www.zionmuscatine.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
March 3, 10,17  Quilting Ladies

March 14 ZLCW Board Meeting at 6:00
ZLCW General Meeting at 7:00
March 15 Group 4
17 Group 5

*31 Group 6 (Changed date)
Cluster 7: April 23 Spring Gathering at
Grace Lutheran, Muscatine
SE Iowa Synod: June 17-18 Women’s
Gathering at Grinnell, IA

Women of the ELCA

April 14-15 Study Seminar for 2005-06 LWT
Bible Study*

*Registration due by March 31 - $40.00 See
bulletin board for details.

Come, share, learn and fellowship with women
of Zion, See you at the General Meeting on
March 14.




Do We Take Our Wealth For Granted?

As we go about our everyday lives, most of us are thankful of the bountiful opportunities and daily
conveniences that we enjoy in the United States. However, it is very easy for us to take for granted
our lives of prosperity and comfort. Even though nearly all of us have everything we need, it is easy
to desire more because of the wealth that surrounds us in our country. Some statistics from Bread
for the World Institute and some other anti-world poverty organizations can help us put our lifestyles
in perspective:
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Today our world is home to 6.39 billion people. In the next 25 years, this population will grow
by an additional 2 billion people. Nearly all of these 2 billion people will be born in

developing countries.

Nearly 852 million people across the world are hungry.

The developed or industrialized countries, including the United States, are home to only
about 0.9 billion people; less than 1/6™ the world’s population. There are about 5 billion
people living in “developing” countries. Of these five billion people, nearly 1.25 billion must
survive on an income of less than $1 per day — the international poverty level. Can you
imagine trying to live on $365 per year? Nearly 2.8 billion people live on less than $2 per
day.

The World Health Organization reports that poor nutrition and calorie deficiencies cause
nearly one in three people in the world to die prematurely or have disabilities.

In the developing world, 27 percent of children under 5 are moderately to severely under
weight. Ten percent are severely underweight. Eight percent of children under five are
moderately to severely wasted, or seriously below weight for one’s height, and an
overwhelming 32 percent are moderately to severely stunted, or seriously below normal
height for one’s age.

Forty-two million people are living with HIV/AIDS in the world — 92.8 percent of them in
developing countries. Three million are children under the age of 15. Two point nine million
of those children live in the developing world, mostly in Sub-Saharan Africa.

About 24,000 people die every day from hunger or hunger-related causes. Three-fourths of
the deaths are children under the age of five. (United Nations)

Six of the major industrialized countries can spend $ 700 million in nine days on dog and cat
food.

Industrialized or developed countries in today’s world spend $ 92 billion on junk food, and
$66 billion on cosmetics, annually. The net wealth of the world’s 10 richest billionaires is
$133 billion. Effective debt relief to the world’s 20 poorest countries would cost only $5.5
billion.

The cost of completely eradicating world poverty is 1% of global income.

These staggering statistics really hit home, don’t they? | don’t think that it was God’s intention for
some to enjoy the nearly limitless fruits of the earth and others to starve to death or die from

disease. Please keep some of these “disparities” in the world’s wealth in mind throughout this year
as we each pray about how to be good stewards of God’s riches and blessings, and how we, as a
congregation, can do our part to help alleviate world hunger and poverty.

Thank you,
Bill Chrisman
Stewardship Committee Chair




LENTEN WORSHIP AT ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

Mid-Week Worship Theme:

“This Lenten Road”

“ Behold, we go up to Jerusalem,” Jesus said to his disciples, leading them down the road toward
that ancient city — one of many roads on which we may be confronted by Christ during this solemn
and holy season. Each week we will travel one of these Lenten roads with Christ our Lord. At the
close of each service, worshippers will receive a card for use in prayer and devotion the following

week. Be sure to invite family and friends.

March 2 “The Road to Jerusalem”
March 9 “The Road to Jericho”
March 16 “The Bethany Road”

Holy Week Schedule

Palm/Passion Sunday March 20 8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Procession with Palms

Maundy Thursday March 24 2:00 & 5:30 P.M.
“The Road to Gethsemane”
Worship with Holy Communion

Good Friday March 25 7:30 P.M.
Service of Darkness (led by Senior Choir)

Easter Sunday March 27 8:00 & 10:30 A.M.
Easter Festival Worship with Holy Communion

Breakfast following the 8:00 service
No Sunday School

Lenten Suppers
March 2 Hot Ham Sandwiches, Chips, Baked Beans, Carrots/Celery, Bar Cookies
March 9 Chicken Noodle Soup, Chili soup, Carrots/Celery, Cookies

March 16 Sloppy Joes, Chips, Jell-O, Desserts




Eascer Breakfastc

Preparation & Set-up: Saturday,
March 26, 9:00 AM

Come and join the fun and then we will play
ping-pong and other games.

Easter Breakfast
Sunday, March 27
After the 8:00 AM worship

We will need help to make and serve the
breakfast and assist with clean-up. Sign-up
on the Youth bulletin board if you can help.
This is a youth fundraiser and you do get
credit for your work!

Youch €ommiccee

The Youth Committee is looking for youth to
serve on the committee and help plan youth
events. You are invited to attend the next
meeting on Sunday, March 6, at 11:30 AM.
We will meet for about an hour. Talk to
Cheryl if you are interested.

Thanks to the following youth who came last
month: Jake Dornbush, Ashley Moore,
Shelah Kerschenske, and Sara Subbert.

Kindness, if you show it to others, will
radiate from you like the warmth of the sun
over the hilltops. -Source Unknown

High School Youth

You are invited...... to join the
Lenten Road!*

*We’'ll gather for conversation and
a look (through the lens of faith
and scripture) at favorite Bible

O Stories or current events.

Wednesdays— March 2, 9, 16
7:00ish (PM) following the Lenten
Mid-week service and Meal.

From the Library . ..

Have you noticed all the new books? Watch the Book
Cart there will be more. One of the new selections to
our library are the books of the Song of Acadia series
written by Janette Oke and T. Davis Bunn. These 5
novels tell an historic epic, starting in 1753 in French
Acadia. British and French lived in a divided
community as enemies. A French woman and a
British woman met in a beautiful meadow nearby and
became friends. Each had a daughter born on nearly
the same day. The French baby did not thrive. They
traded babies for a day to let the British couple take
the French baby to see the British doctor. That night,
the British exiled all of the French people thereby
separating these babies from their own families.
There were many hardships, including the War of
Independence. The girls learned of their true
heritage as they grew up. There is much action and
intrigue. Their Faith eventually brought them all
together in "The Beloved Land”. Land that is now
known as Nova Scotia.

Now that is Lent we have some good reading for these
days. Some of these books especially for Lent will be
there for your convenience. But if you are looking for
devotional material or hymns you will find leads in the
card catalog or ask one of us to point out something
special you might be looking for. We are happy to
assist you.

Lee Denker, Betsy Martin,

June Pries and Elaine Petersen




March

LAY READERS

8:00 A.M.
6  Sue Burzlaff

13  Jurgen Boche
20 Paul Ruden
27  Carolyn Kemper

Lenten Services

2
9
16

March

5:30 P.M. Karen Goodell 24
5:30 P.M. Brenda Roskens 24
5:30 P.M. Terri Hanson
GREETERS
8:00 A.M.
6 John & Melody Evans
13 Bill & Lisa Toyne
20 Jerry & Carol Timm
27 Mark & Sarah Perisho

Lenten Services

10:30 A.M.
Julie Frye
Justine Schmelzer
Deb Hughes
Dyann Roby

2:00 P.M.
5:30 P.M.

Barbara Sabbath
Loryann Eis

10:30 A.M.
Dick & Norma Jean Boldt
Riley & Karen Padgett
Kent Egel
Bob & Cindy Schreiner

2 5:30P.M. Roger & Brenda Roskens 24 2:00 P.M. Elsie Weber
9 5:30P.M. Ella Mae Evenson & Carol Christophersen 24 5:30 P.M.  Loryann Eis
16 5:30 P.M. Rosemarie Doyle 25 7:30P.M. Tina Moore
HOSPITALITY SERVERS ALTAR GUILD
March 13  Property Committee Barbara Buster & Joy Frost
USHERS
March 8:00 A.M. 10:30 A.M.
Richard Jacobsen Mark Evans Daryl Smock Mark Frye Mike Carter
Wilmer Denker Alan Lange Ron Subbert Anil Varghese
ACOLYTES

March

13
20

27

8:00 A.M.
Marion Alvarez & Sara Subbert
Molly White & Marissa Toyne
Chelsea Echelbarger, Zarah Batie, &
Meredith Baird
Kathleen Pusateri, Brandon Bass &
Mario Alvarez

Lenten Services

2 5:30 P.M.
9 5:30 P.M. Kathleen Pusateri & Meredith Baird

24
24

Brandon Bass & Kirsten Schneider

16 5:30 P.M. Marissa Toyne & Kirsten Schneider

10:30 A.M.
Halston Phelps & Karly McDonald
Chelsea Echelbarger & Philip Ostrem
Karly McDonald, Halston Phelps &
Justine Honeyman
Justin Honeyman, Karly McDonald
Halston Phelps

2:00 P.M. Philip Ostrem & Meredith Baird
5:30 P.M. Sara Subbert & Molly White




Sunday

27
8:00 AM Worship Service

9:15 AM Sunday School/Adult Study/Bell

Choir/1st Communion

10:30 AM Worship Service
11:30 AM Bell Choir

5:00 PM Strengthening Families

6

8:00 AM Worship Service with Holy
Communion

9:15 AM Bell Choir (8:00)

9:15 AM Sunday School/Adult Study
10:30 AM Worship Service With Holy
Communion

11:30 AM Bell Choir (10:30)

11:30 AM Youth Committee

5:00 PM Strengthening Families

13

8:00 AM Worship Service

9:05 AM Bell Choir (8:00)

9:15 AM Sunday School/Adult Study
10:30 AM Worship Service

11:30 AM Bell Choir (10:30)

20

Palm Sunday

First Day of Spring

8:00 AM Worship Service

9:15 AM Sunday School/Adult Study
10:30 AM Worship Service

27

Easter Sunday

8:00 AM Worship Service with Holy
Communion

9:00 AM Breakfast after 8:00 Service
9:15 AM No Sunday School

10:30 AM Worship Service with Holy
Communion

Monday
28

14

5:30 PM VBS Planning
6:00 PM ZLCW Board
Meeting

7:00 PM ZLCW General
Meeting

21
6:30 PM Sowers

28
Contact Articles Due
Office Closed

MARCH 2005

Tuesday

1
7:00 PM Evangelism
Committee

8

5:30 PM Parish Ed
5:45 PM Memorial
Committee

6:15 PM Fellowship
Committee

8:00 PM Finance
Committee

15
1:30 PM Group 4 - ZLCW
6:30 PM Thrivent Meeting

22

29
6:30 PM Thrivent Meeting

Wednesday

2

3:45 PM Cherub Choir
4:30 PM Youth Choir
5:30 PM Lenten Service
w/meal

7:00 PM Senior Choir &
High School Youth

9

3:45 PM Cherub Choir
4:30 PM Youth Choir
5:30 PM Lenten Service
with Meal

7:00 PM Senior High
Lenten Road

7:00 PM Stewardship
Committee

7:00 PM Senior Choir

16

3:45 PM Cherub Choir
4:30 PM Youth Choir
5:30 PM Lenten Service
with meal

7:00 PM Senior High
Lenten Road

7:00 PM Senior Choir

23

30

5:15 PM Youth Choir
6:00 PM Cherub Choir
6:00 PM Confirmation
Class

6:15 PM Bell Choir
7:00 PM Senior Choir

Thursday

3

1:00 PM Quilting Ladies
4:45 PM Planning
Committee

6:30 PM Social Ministry
Committee

7:00 PM Worship
Committee

10

1:00 PM Quilting Ladies
6:45 PM Executive
Committee

7:30 PM Church Council

17

1:00 PM Quilting Ladies
6:30 PM Property
Committee

7:30 PM Group 5 ZLCW

24

Maundy Thursday

2:00 PM Worship with
Holy Communion

5:30 PM Worship Service
with Holy Communion

31

9:00 AM Assemble
Contact

1:00 PM Quilting

Friday
4
11
18
25
Good Friday

7:30 PM Service of
Darkness

Saturday

12
1:00 PM McGlothlen
Shower

19
6:00 PM Supper Club

26





