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Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham intercedes for  
Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God 
hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my 
strength within me.”  
 

WORSHIP NOTES: 
All responses marked in bold are said by the whole congregation. 
The + indicates the congregation stands as they are able. Holy Communion at Zion – We practice an open  
table of Holy Communion for all of the baptized body of Christ.  All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior 
are welcome to celebrate this feast with us regardless of age or denominational affiliation. 
 

PRELUDE         The God of Abraham Praise (Hal H. Hopson)           Charles Potter 

       Our Father God in Heaven Above (Johann Pachelbel)  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BELL CALLING US TO WORSHIP 

 

‡ GATHERING ‡ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting others 
before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too  
often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to 
love our neighbors. Amen. 
Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting pardon and  
mercy. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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+GATHERING HYMN          Day by Day                                         ELW 790 

 

 

+GREETING                                                                                                                                       
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                                                         
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE                          

 

 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray: Almighty and ever-living God,  
you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire 
or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, 
and give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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‡ WORD ‡ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 18:20-32 

Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! I 
must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me; and if 
not, I will know.” So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained standing 
before the Lord. Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the 
wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive 
it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the 
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
what is just?” And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place 
for their sake.” Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and 
ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And 
he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found 
there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I 
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Let me 
take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of 
twenty I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose 
ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                       
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 138 

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise. 
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love and 
faithfulness; 
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. When I called, you answered me; you  
increased my strength within me. 
All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have heard the words of your mouth. 
They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 
The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar.  
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my 
enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
You will make good your purpose for me; O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon 
the works of your hands.  
 

SECOND READING: Colossians 2:6-15 

As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in 
him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. See to it that no one takes 
you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental 
spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and 
you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were  
circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of 
Christ; when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the power of 
God, who raised him from the dead. And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that 
stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                       
Thanks be to God. 
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+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

 

+ GOSPEL: Luke 11:1-13 

The holy gospel according to Luke.                                                                            
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us 
to pray, as John taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive eve-
ryone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a 
friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of 
mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the 
door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ I 
tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his 
persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; 
search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and 
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among 
you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will 
give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
  

SERMON                                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-739503. All rights reserved.   

HYMN OF THE DAY      What a Friend We Have in Jesus                                            ELW 742 

 

 

+APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
 virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
 the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
 of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.  
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers 
and those in our hearts into your holy keeping. 
Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please take a moment to share a sign of peace with those around you.  As we are still conscious of limiting 
person to person contact, please do this in a way which does not involve person to person contact, such as  
verbally greeting one another with “Peace be with you” or showing the peace sign to one another. 
 

 



‡ MEAL‡ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

Please take this time to prepare an offering to be placed in the offering plates in the center aisle of the nave.  
Thank you for supporting the God’s ministry through Zion Lutheran Church. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING                     Dave Hanson
  

OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                               
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to 
labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING                
The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give our thanks and praise 

 

+PROPER PREFACE 

 

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION           
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
+THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

+INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION        
Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion by continuous distribution with 
one station for bread in the center and a station for wine on each side. Please receive wine from the side on 
which you are sitting and return to your seat by walking down the side aisle. If you are unable or would  
prefer not to come forward, please inform one of the ushers and communion will be brought to your seat or 
pre-packaged elements are available for you to receive communion where you are seated. If you do not wish to 
receive communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing. Gluten-free 
wafers are available in the separate small dish on the bread tray. Please let Pastor Willie know if you would 
like a gluten-free wafer. If you wish to receive grape juice rather than wine, please indicate this preference by 
approaching the communion server with your hand out and palm down. The grape juice is located in the  
center ring of the communion tray. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, are welcome 
at this feast. 
 

LAMB OF GOD                       

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN                 Blessed Assurance                     ELW 638 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN    I Love to Tell the Story             ELW 661 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN     Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me                    ELW 623 

 

+POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace, now and forever.  
 

+POST COMMUNION CANTICLE               I Come With Joy                                                        ELW 482 

 

 

+PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us 
forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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‡ SENDING ‡ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

+ BLESSING 

The God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the path of life this day 
and always. 
Amen. 
 

+SENDING HYMN                          Lord of Light                          ELW 688 

 

+DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE        The God of Abraham Praise (Hal H. Hopson)            Charles Potter 
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AGENDA FOR WEEK 

 

SUN, July 24                                                                                                     9:00 AM Worship/Food Pantry 

                          10:30 AM Fellowship - Council 
MON, July 25                   12:00 PM Contact Info Due 

WED, July 27             6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study @ All American Diner 

THUR, July 28        6:30 PM Joy Circle @ Deb Weiss’ 
SUN, July 31                                                                                                                            9:00 AM Worship 

              10:30 AM Fellowship - Finance/Stewardship 

ACOLYTE(S): Max Brendel & Hayden Cantrell 

 

The flowers on the altar are in honor/memory of our loved ones from the Grimm Fund. 
 

Next Weeks Readings: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23; Psalm 49:1-12; Colossians 3:1-11; and  
Luke 12:13-21. 
 

Please pray for the following: Christy Keith, Bill Dyar, Patty Lange, Roger Roskens, and Butch Doyle. 
 

Today is Food Pantry. It is asked that monetary donations be made so purchases can be made of food items 
that are most needed. 
 

Reminder: Men’s Bible Study meets every Wednesday morning at 6:30 AM at the All American Diner. 
 

Following worship on Sunday, July 31st, we will have a forum on the adult faith formation opportunities that 
are a part of Family Faith Nights this coming education year in cooperation with Shepherd of the Cross and 
Grace Lutheran churches.  Andy Christy will be the primary presenter.  This is an opportunity to learn more 
about what we are offering and an opportunity to ask any questions that you have about the adult faith  
formation opportunities with Family Faith Night.  If you have not filled out the online interest form or need 
help doing so, please contact Pastor Willie. 
 

Choirs will not meet over the summer. Anyone who would like to sing or play your instrument can sign up on 
the weekly sheet located on the piano in the sanctuary. These selections need to be turned in to the church  
office no later than two Fridays preceding the Sunday you sign up for. (Ex: playing/singing on June 5,  
selection needs turned in on May 27.) Due to rules/laws with music, the office will need a copy of your  
selection to be submitted for proper filing and payment to the licensing companies. 
 

Second quarter giving statements are available. Please let Heather know if you would like a copy printed, 
emailed, or mailed to you. It is asked that you double check your statements to be sure your  contributions and 
statement reflect the same giving amount. This helps avoid an end-of-the-year scramble to reconcile any errors 
that could possibly occur.  
 

 

 

 


