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Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a place at 
Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, 
the church can be more inviting still.  
 

WORSHIP NOTES: 
All responses marked in bold are said by the whole congregation. 
The + indicates the congregation stands as they are able. Holy Communion at Zion – We practice an open  
table of Holy Communion for all of the baptized body of Christ.  All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior 
are welcome to celebrate this feast with us regardless of age or denominational affiliation. 
 

 

PRELUDE       I Need Thee Every Hour  Heartland Harmony Barbershop Chorus 

    Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

    Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BELL CALLING US TO WORSHIP 

 

INTROIT   Precious Lord, Take My Hand Tom Atkinson, soloist 

 

‡ GATHERING ‡ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting others 
before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too  
often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to 
love our neighbors. Amen. 
Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting pardon and  
mercy. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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+GATHERING HYMN         All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly    ELW 461
       

 

 

 

 

 

+GREETING                                                                                                                                       
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                                                         
And also with you. 
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+KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 

+CANTICLE OF PRAISE                          
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+PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray: O God,  
you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the humility of your Son, 
that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 

‡ WORD ‡ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6-7 

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature. Wisdom literature gave 
directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily life. Today’s reading is about humility. 
6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the great; 7for it is better to be 
told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                        
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 1 

 

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked or take the path that sinners tread or sit in the 
seat of scoffers, 
but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and night. 
They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, 
and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 
The wicked are not so but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous, 
for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a holy life, all of which are 
shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ. 
1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison 
with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4Let marriage be 
held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and 
adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, 
“I will never leave you or forsake you.” 

6So we can say with confidence, 
 “The Lord is my helper; 
  I will not be afraid. 
 What can anyone do to me?” 

 
7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of 

life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 15Through him, then, 
let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not 
neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 

 

 

 

+ GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14 

The holy gospel according to Luke.                                                                            
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to teach his hearers to 
choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an appeal for hosts to imitate God’s gracious 
hospitality to those in need. 
1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the 
sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 

7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8“When you are 
invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more 
distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and 
say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10But 
when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, 
‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For 
all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 
12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your 

friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you 
would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And 
you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
  

SERMON                        
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HYMN OF THE DAY    Let Us Go Now to the Banquet         ELW 523 

 

 

 

+APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the  virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 
he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer, responding with: 
Lord, in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Holy Wisdom 

Amen. 
 

+ SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please take a moment to share a sign of peace with those around you.  As we are still conscious of limiting 
person to person contact, please do this in a way which does not involve person to person contact, such as  
verbally greeting one another with “Peace be with you” or showing the peace sign to one another. 

 

‡ MEAL‡ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of Zion Lutheran Church.  Your 
contributions are greatly appreciated.   
We also have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to give through the app, 
online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly donations on a regular schedule.  If you are interested in 
electronic giving options, please contact the church office. 
 

OFFERTORY            Faith of Our Fathers   

 

+OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                               
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to 
labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING                
The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give our thanks and praise 

 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION                On the Night      
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
+THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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+INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION        
Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion by continuous distribution with 
one station for bread in the center and a station for wine on each side. Please receive wine from the side on 
which you are sitting and return to your seat by walking down the side aisle. If you are unable or would  
prefer not to come forward, please inform one of the ushers and communion will be brought to your seat or 
pre-packaged elements are available for you to receive communion where you are seated. If you do not wish 
to receive communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing. Gluten-free 
wafers are available in the separate small dish on the bread tray. Please let Pastor Willie know if you would 
like a gluten-free wafer. If you wish to receive grape juice rather than wine, please indicate this preference by 
approaching the communion server with your hand out and palm down. The grape juice is located in the  
center ring of the communion tray. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, are welcome 
at this feast. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN       Come, Let Us Eat  ELW 491 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN     For the Bread Which You Have Broken  ELW 494 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN      The King of Love My Shepherd Is  ELW 502
   

 

 

 

 

+POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace, now and forever.  
 

 

 

+PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now send us 
forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the 
name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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‡ SENDING ‡ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

+ BLESSING 

The God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the path of life this day 
and always. 
Amen. 
 

+SENDING HYMN            Thine the Amen     ELW 826 

 

 

+DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CHORAL BLESSING   An Irish Blessing 

 

POSTLUDE    Ain’t-a That Good News 
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Society and is used with permission. 



AGENDA FOR WEEK 

 

SUN, Aug 28                                                                                                                                  9:00 AM Worship/Food Pantry 

                                    10:30 AM Fellowship - Property 

                3:30 PM Hymns & Hot Dogs 

WED, Aug 31                     6:00 PM FFN Kickoff @ Grace Lutheran 

THURS, Sept 1                        6:30 PM All-Committee Night 

SUN, Sept 4                                                                                                              9:00 AM Worship 

                    Holy Baptism of Quinn Henry Garrett 

                                10:30 AM Fellowship - Men’s Bible Study 

 

ACOLYTE(S): Max Brendel 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The flowers on the altar are from Dave and Peggy Starkweather in honor of Brandon Stalkfleet’s birthday.  
 

The rose on the altar is in honor of Flynn Lee Estabrook, son of Hannah & Cody Estabrook, grandson of Rachel and 
Lanny Creamer, Great-grandson of Faith McCleary. 
 

Today is Food Pantry.  Please make monetary donations so that the most needed food items can be purchased. 
 

Next Sunday is bag of Blessings.  Please put your donations in a purple sachet bag or mark your check with “Bag of 
Blessings” in the memo line.  These donations will be sent to Faith United on Mulberry Avenue  to help purchase food 
items to fill meal bags with food blessings for those in need of food items through the school system. 
 

Next Weeks Readings: Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1; Philemon 1:1-21; Luke 14:25-33 

 

Please pray for the following: Christy Keith, Bill Dyar, Patty Lange, Roger Roskens, Butch Doyle, Gary Sebbert, and Billy 
Rueckert. 
 

Reminder: Men’s Bible Study meets every Wednesday morning at 6:30 AM at the All American Diner. 
 

Hymns and Hot Dogs! Everyone is invited to Hymns and Hot Dogs August 28!  The program entitled "Glory to God: 
Singing God's Glory through the Church Year" will begin with a hymn sing and organ music at 3:30 PM in the 
sanctuary.  Around 5 we'll adjourn to the parking lot (or indoors if the weather is adverse) for a FREE meal catered by 
Missippi Brew -- featuring hot dogs, brat patties, and the Brew's signature Brewburgers.  ALL are welcome, so this is not 
just a kickoff event for fall activities, but also an opportunity to invite friends, neighbors, and family members!  
 

Family Faith Night Kickoff will be on Wednesday, August 31st at Grace Lutheran Church beginning with a meal at 6:00 
PM.  All participants and families in FFN, young and old, are welcome to share a meal and learn more about Family 
Faith Night and all it has to offer! 
 

Choir and Bell Choir will begin meeting on Wednesday, September 7th, beginning with the Zion Bell Choir at 6:15 PM 
and the Zion Choir at 7:00 PM.  Welcome back to the singers and ringers and if you would like to join either or both 
groups, please contact Sue Robinson for the Zion Choir and Charles Potter for the Zion Bell Choir.  New members are 
welcome!!! 
 

Adult Bible Study opportunity will happen this fall!  Pastor Willie will offer an adult and high school Bible study 
following worship at 10:15 a.m. beginning on September 18th.  We will use The Greatest Story, a 16 week study that 
looks at the entire trajectory of the Bible from creation to Revelation.  Participant books will be provided by Zion Trust 
through the Adult Education Fund. 
 

Thank you to the Heartland Harmony Barbershop Chorus for sharing their musical gifts with us this morning! 


