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Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church on this Third Sunday of Advent.  A note of joyful expectation marks today’s 
worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and 
transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his 
presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in 
works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent 
among us. 
In this Advent season we will use a different liturgy setting, Everlasting Light, and use it through the Christmas 
season.  This Holy Communion setting uses the liturgy set to familiar Advent and Christmas tunes. 
 

All responses marked in bold are said by the whole congregation 

The + indicates the congregation stands as they are able. 
Holy Communion at Zion – We practice an open table of Holy Communion for all of the baptized body of 
Christ.  All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior are welcome to celebrate this feast with us regardless of 
age or denominational affiliation. 
  

PRELUDE               Charles Potter 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

‡ GATHERING ‡ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

BELL CALLING US TO WORSHIP 

 

Invocation 

We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light; ☩ Jesus, the Light of the World; and the Holy Spirit, the 
Light who illumines our path. 
Amen. 
 

 Confession & Forgiveness 

 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous things. 
Blessed be God’s name forever. 
Amen. 
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. 
Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 



God of new beginnings, 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.  We have strayed from your paths. 
We prepare for war instead of peace.  We dishonor one another and your creation.     
Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of 
repentance, and welcome your coming among us. 
Amen. 
 

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 
You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been washed away.  
Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 
   
Amen. 
  

+ KYRIE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 

  + GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                                                         
  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                                                         
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray:  
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed 
by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

 

 ANTHEM  Advent Carol of Hope   Zion Choir W/Kathleen Schippers 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING - Light the Candle verse 3   
 

 

   

‡ WORD ‡ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 35:1-10 

 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2it shall 

blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty 

of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak 

hands and make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!  

Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 

 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like 

a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 

streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the 

haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there,   

and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no 

traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;  

they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,   

and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness,   

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. The word of the Lord.          
Thanks be to God. 
 



Psalm 146:5-10 

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever; 

  7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.  The Lord sets the  

      captive free.     

 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves 

 the righteous; 

 9The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of 

     the wicked. 

 10The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND READING  James 5:7-10 

 
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the 

earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen 

your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may 

not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, 

take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  The word of the Lord.          
Thanks be to God. 
 

 + GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 

+ GOSPEL READING                        Matthew 11:2-11 

 The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 

 Glory to you, O Lord.                  
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are 
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what 
you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense 

at me.”  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 

robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 

Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,  ‘See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell you, among those born of 



women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 

he.”  

This is the gospel of our Lord.         
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  

   

HYMN OF THE DAY    Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn            ELW 242 

 



+ NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen, and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of  
 the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,               

 begotten, not  made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things   

 were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was   

 incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.   

 For our sake he was  crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and   

 was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the                    

 scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the   

 Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and   

 his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

 Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  
 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy  
 catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the                        

 forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
 Amen. 
 

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.  Lord, in 
your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

  

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the 
prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
  

+ SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always 

And also with you. 
‡ MEAL ‡ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of Zion Lutheran Church.  Your 
contributions are greatly appreciated.   
We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to give through the app, online, and 
even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly donations on a regular schedule.  If you are interested in electronic 
giving options, please contact the church office. 
  

MUSICAL OFFERING           Jennifer Rosin 

      

+ OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                               
Eternal God,  you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground.  Receive these simple 
gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your 
healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen 

 

 



+ GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give our thanks and praise 

At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. In ancient times God also led the Israelites through the 
desert with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. The priests of old also kept a perpetual 
fire burning in the Temple to remind us that God is a light who cannot be extinguished. Finally Jesus, the 
Word, who was with God since the beginning of creation, became flesh and lived among us. We have seen his 
glory shining in our world, full grace and truth. Christ's light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not overcome it. This same light has commanded us not to hide our light under a 

bushel basket, but to put it on a lamp stand so that everyone can see it. With our 

lights burning brightly, we now join the saints and angels in a hymn of praise to 

God, the Everlasting Light. 
Amen. 
 

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
   

 

+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION                On the Night      
  

 

+ LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
   

 

+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
   



THE DISTRIBUTION        
Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion by continuous distribution with one 
station for bread in the center and a station for wine on each side. Please receive wine from the side on which 
you are sitting and return to your seat by walking down the side aisle. If you are unable or would prefer not to 
come forward, please inform one of the ushers and communion will be brought to where you are seated. If you 
do not wish to receive communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing. 
Gluten-free wafers are available in the separate small dish on the bread tray. Please let Pastor Willie know if 
you would like a gluten-free wafer. If you wish to receive grape juice rather than wine, please indicate this 
preference by approaching the communion server with your hand out and palm down. The grape juice is 
located in the center ring of the communion tray. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, 
are welcome at this feast. 
 

 

 

 LAMB OF GOD   

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN   Prepare the Royal Highway           ELW 264 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN   Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding          ELW 246  

 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN    Wait for the Lord (repeat until distribution is complete) ELW 262 

 

 
  

 

 

+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace, ☩ now and forever.  
 

 

 

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood 
of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this 
holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

‡ SENDING ‡ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

 

 + BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



+ SENDING HYMN                Light Dawns on a Weary World                         ELW 726  

 
 

 

+Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Christ is near! 
Thanks be to God. 
  

POSTLUDE           Charles Potter 
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‡ AGENDA FOR WEEK ‡ 

  

SUN, Dec 11                                                                                                                                        9:00 a.m. Worship  
                                                   10:15 a.m. Fellowship  
                  10:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study                       
                             10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
WED, Dec 14                                  6:00 p.m. FFN @ Grace Lutheran 

                                  6:15 p.m. Zion Bell Choir 

                 7:00 p.m. Zion Choir 

SUN, Dec 18                   9:00 a.m. Worship  
                                                10:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study                     
                10:15 a.m. Fellowship 
                     10:30 a.m. Sunday School  
 

              
‡ SERVING IN MINISTRY ‡ 

DATE 12/11/22 12/18/22 
12/24/22 

4:00 p.m. 
12/24/22 

9:00 p.m. 

ACOLTYES                                 Dalton Bozarth Preston Schroeder 
Jackson Evans 

Mason Smith   

A.M./READER 
Peggy  

Starkweather 
Julie & Abbie Frye Katie Harris Rev. Bill Dyar 

COMM. ASST. Terri Hanson Rev. Martha Lang Stacey Ramos Jan Pohl 

HOSPITALITY Finance/Stewardship Worship   

 

  

‡ ANNOUNCEMENTS ‡ 

 

The flowers on the altar are given by Ruth Starkweather in honor of Scott, Dave and Ruth Starkweather’s December 
birthdays. 

Next Week’s Readings:  Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7; Romans 1: 1-7; Matthew 1:18-25. 

Please pray for the following: Christy Keith, Bill Tiecke, Patty Lange, Butch Doyle, Gary Sebbert, Evelyn Christopherson, 
Rose Marie Paul, and Billy Rueckert. 

The Altar Flower Chart for 2023 has been posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  This is a wonderful opportunity 
to honor your loved ones by dedicating the flowers for that week to them.    The current cost is $42.80 per week and can 
be paid directly to Hy-Vee or the church office.  Sign up now while the dates you want are still available.   

Next Sunday will be Quarters for Hunger.  All quarters in the offering will be used to help alleviate hunger.  

Th next Zbook club meeting will be Tuesday, December 20, at Diamond Daves at 5:30 p.m..  

Would you like to sponsor a Poinsettia for Christmas.  The envelopes have been placed on Usher’s table in the sanctuary 
and we would need to have them completed and returned by Sunday, December 18th.  The cost is $13.00 each. 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes meets at Louisa-Muscatine High School on Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. in Room 109.  Casey 
Cantrell is the local Huddle leader. 

Reminder: Men’s Bible Study meets every Wednesday morning at 6:30 a.m. at the All American Diner. 

Adult Bible Study begins at 10:15 a.m. in the chapel area.  We are using The Greatest Story and participant books are 
available.  You are welcome to join us!   

 



Christians Underground  - We have an additional Bible study/discussion group opportunity in Muscatine called 
Christians Underground.  Pastor Aleese Kenitzer from Shepherd of the Cross leads this group in discussion about the 
Revised Common Lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday.  They meet weekly on Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m. at Geo 
Johnz Pizza (203 E 2nd St.) for about an hour.  This invitation is open to all three ELCA congregations in Muscatine.   
 

A Program of Readings and Music for Advent will be presented on Sunday, December 18th at 3:30 p.m. The program will 
include scriptures for the season, organ music, and selections from the Bell Choir.   
 

All year end contributions need to be turned in to the office by Wednesday, December 28 at 4 PM. This will ensure your 
contributions will be added to your 2022 giving. We ask that if you are mailing in your contributions, please send out 
earlier than usual as the postal service has been slowed.  
 

Hat, Mitten and More Tree is downstairs across from the elevator and is hoping to be filled with hats, mittens, scarfs, 
socks and underwear.  The tree will stay up through Epiphany and all items will be donated to the schools and/or MCSA. 
  

 


