
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day 

December 25, 2022 

9:00 a.m. 
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From Heaven Above: A Service for Christmas Day 

December 25, 2022 9:00 a.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Presiding Minister – Rev. Willie Rosin 

Assisting Minister – Peggy Starkweather 

Music Minister – Jennifer Rosin 

Holy Communion Everlasting Light Liturgy Setting 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church on this joyous Christmas Day!  Today we will use a service which uses Martin 

Luther’s “From Heaven Above” (ELW 268) as a responsive carol during the scripture readings.  He based this 

carol on a refrain used for a 16th century singing game.  In the game, the song sets up a riddle to be solved. 

Within the nativity story, who would have proclaimed this text? 

“From heaven above to earth I come 

to bear good news to every home! 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

to all the world, and gladly sing.” 

In the hymn, the stanzas in quotation marks become the words of the angels rejoicing at Jesus’ birth, while the 
other stanzas offer commentary and prayers. By sending Jesus into our world, God answers the riddle of sin 

and our human condition. We are set free to proclaim with the angels: “Glory to God in highest heaven, who 
unto us the Son has given.” 

 

 ‡ GATHERING ‡ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

 

+ Gathering Song  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice   ELW 288 

 
 



Dialogue 

Who are these angels who come to earth, 

bearing the news of the Christ child’s birth? 

Who are these shepherds who run to see, 

and worship the babe on bended knee? 

Who is this child, so small, so slight, 

of whom the angels sang that night? 

Who is this king, a manger his throne, 

who humbles himself to make us his own? 

Who is this God who sends a Son 

into our midst, the promised one? 

  

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Son of God sent from heaven above, 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray.  

Incarnate God, on this Christmas Day we give 

you thanks for sending your Son to bring light to our darkness. 

Grant that we, like the angels over Bethlehem, may 

sing your praises in our hearts and lives. 

Amen. 

 



 
 

 

 



Who Are These Angels Who Come to Earth? 

Luke 2:8-14 

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 

Glory to God in highest heaven, 

who unto us the Son has given. 

Carol: From Heaven Above ELW 268, v. 1-3 

 

  

Who Are These Shepherds Who Run to See? 

Luke 2:15-20 

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 

Glory to God in highest heaven, 

who unto us the Son has given. 

Carol: From Heaven Above ELW 268, v. 4-6 

  

Who Is This Child, So Small, So Slight? 

Hebrews 1:1-4 

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 

Glory to God in highest heaven, 

who unto us the Son has given. 

Carol: From Heaven Above ELW 268, v. 7-9 

  

Who Is This King, a Manger His Throne? 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 

Glory to God in highest heaven, 

who unto us the Son has given. 

Carol: From Heaven Above ELW 268, v. 10-11 

  

Who Is This God, Who Sends a Son? 

John 1:1-14 

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 

Glory to God in highest heaven, 

who unto us the Son has given. 

Carol: From Heaven Above ELW 268, v. 12-14 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING             Christopher Bierstedt, Hand Bell Solo 

 

MEDITATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Of the Father’s Love Begotten     ELW 295  

 
  

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious God, you come from heaven above 

into the midst of our world. 

Fill our hearts 

with the joy of the angels at your birth. 

You come from heaven above 

to the lowliest of human conditions. 

Watch over those in need, 

the sick, the hungry, the grieving. 

You come from heaven above to walk the way of the cross. 

Guide us to follow your path 

of forgiveness, mercy, and peace. 

 



You come from heaven above 

to become flesh and live among us. 

May we see your glory, full of grace and truth. Amen. 

  

+ PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

  

‡ MEAL ‡ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of Zion Lutheran Church.  Your 
contributions are greatly appreciated.   

We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to give through the app, online, and 

even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly donations on a regular schedule.  If you are interested in electronic 

giving options, please contact the church office. 

 

OFFERING 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                         Grace Rosin, Bassoon 

 

+ OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                               

God of Light, our world is filled with shadows.   

Therefore, we offer the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our resources, trusting you will use them to set the 

world aglow with your loving presence.  May our offerings continue to shine brightly before others so they 

may see our good works and give glory to you.  We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen 

 

+ GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give our thanks and praise 

At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. God saw that the light was 

good; and God separated the light from the darkness. In ancient times God also led the Israelites through the 

desert with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. The priests of old also kept a perpetual 

fire burning in the Temple to remind us that God is a light who cannot be extinguished. Finally Jesus, the 

Word, who was with God since the beginning of creation, became flesh and lived among us. We have seen his 

glory shining in our world, full grace and truth. Christ's light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 

not overcome it. This same light has commanded us not to hide our light under a 

bushel basket, but to put it on a lamp stand so that everyone can see it. With our 

lights burning brightly, we now join the saints and angels in a hymn of praise to 

God, the Everlasting Light. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
   

+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION                On the Night      

  

+ LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the 

time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

   

+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION        

Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion by continuous distribution with one 

station for bread in the center and a station for wine on each side. Please receive wine from the side on which 

you are sitting and return to your seat by walking down the side aisle. If you are unable or would  prefer not to 

come forward, please inform one of the ushers and communion will be brought to where you are seated. If you 

do not wish to receive communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing. 

Gluten-free wafers are available in the separate small dish on the bread tray. Please let Pastor Willie know if 

you would like a gluten-free wafer. If you wish to receive grape juice rather than wine, please indicate this 

preference by approaching the communion server with your hand out and palm down. The grape juice is 

located in the  center ring of the communion tray. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, 

are welcome at this feast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD   

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN    What Child is This?     ELW 296 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN    In the Bleak Midwinter    ELW 294 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN    Love Has Come     ELW 292 

 
 

+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace, ☩ now and forever.  

 

+ POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

O Lord our God, 

we give you thanks for the gifts of bread and wine, 

the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Send us out into your world to proclaim with joy: 

Glory to God in highest heaven, 

who unto us the Son has given. Amen. 

 

‡ SENDING ‡ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

+ BLESSING 

May the God who comes from heaven above 

be born in your hearts and lives this day and always. 

Amen. 

  



+ SENDING HYMN   ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime    ELW 284

 
Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with us. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#46379. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the  Churches of Christ in the  United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Parts of this service used with permission from http://www.liturgybytlw.com/AdvXmas/XmasMid.html and  

Rev. David Hansen. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved worldwide. http://nrsvbibles.org  
  

 

‡ Happening This Week‡ 

   

SUN,  Dec 25 9:00 a.m. Worship 

SUN, Jan 01 9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. Fellowship 

 

 

‡ SERVING IN MINISTRY ‡ 

 

DATE 12/25 1/1 1/8 1/15 

ACOLTYES                 No Acolyte No Acolyte Preston Schroeder  Dalton Bozarth 

A.M./READER Peggy Starkweather Sara Reuswig Jim Haage Vivien Halloran 

COMM. ASST. Stacey Ramos Sara Perisho Peggy Starkweather Bill Dyar 

HOSPITALITY Social Ministry Parish Ed/Youth Property Men’s Bible Group 

 

about:blank


‡ ANNOUNCEMENTS ‡ 

Thank you to everyone who has made donations for the poinsettias which decorate the chancel and altar! 

Next Sunday is Bag of Blessings. Please put your donation or check (made out to Zion with “Bag of Blessing” in the 
memo) or in the offering. 

Next Week’s Readings:  Num 6:22-27, Ps 8, Gal 4:4-7, Luke 2:15-21 

Please pray for the following: Christy Keith, Bill Tiecke, Patty Lange, Butch Doyle, Mary Butcher, Gary Sebbert, Evelyn 

Christopherson, Rose Marie Paul, and Billy Rueckert. 
 
The Altar Flower Chart for 2023 has been posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  This is a wonderful opportunity 
to honor your loved ones by dedicating the flowers for that week to them.  The current cost is $42.80 per week and can 
be paid directly to Hy-Vee or the church office.  Sign up now while the dates you want are still available.   
 
The next Zbook club meeting will be Monday, March 13 at 5:30 PM at Diamond Dave’s. We are reading a book 
called "The Keeper of Happy Endings" by Barbara Davis. 

Trust Fund grant and scholarship presentations will happen at the beginning of the January 8th worship service at 9:00 

a.m.  Please join us to celebrate this ministry of stewardship and mission with which Zion and the surrounding 

community is blessed! 

Rev. Mark Pries will serve as our guest preacher at the January 8th 9:00 a.m. worship service.  Rev. Pries has many family 

and history ties to the Zion congregation and we are excited to have him proclaim the good news during worship on 

Epiphany! 

Christmas Treats Potluck! On Sunday, January 8th you are invited to bring your favorite Christmas treats and/or candy to 

share with one another during the fellowship time after worship. 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes meets at Louisa-Muscatine High School on Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. in Room 109.  Casey 

Cantrell is the local Huddle leader. 

Reminder: Men’s Bible Study meets every Wednesday morning at 6:30 a.m. at the All American Diner. 
Adult Bible Study begins at 10:15 a.m. in the chapel area.  We are using The Greatest Story and participant books are 

available.  You are welcome to join us!  We will take a break January 1, January 8, and resume on January 15. 

Christians Underground  - We have an additional Bible study/discussion group opportunity in Muscatine called 

Christians Underground.  Pastor Aleese Kenitzer from Shepherd of the Cross leads this group in discussion about the 

Revised Common Lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday.  They meet weekly on Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m. at Geo 

Johnz Pizza (203 E 2nd St.) for about an hour.  This invitation is open to all three ELCA congregations in Muscatine.   

All year end contributions need to be turned in to the office by Wednesday, December 28 at 4 p.m. This will ensure your 

contributions will be added to your 2022 giving.  

Hat, Mitten and More Tree is downstairs across from the elevator.  Please help fill it with hats, mittens, scarfs, socks and 

underwear.  The tree will stay up until we celebrate Epiphany (January 8th) and all items will be donated to the schools 

and/or MCSA. 

 


