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Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church on this Eighth Sunday After Pentecost!  Today we 
explore the age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat 
and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we 
long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having 
both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, 
and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 
 
 

Thank you for joining us!  If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Visitor Card, 
located in your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you. 
We practice an open communion table at Zion.  All who believe in Christ as Lord and 
Savior are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the 
oldest members of the body of Christ present in worship. 
 
Children are welcome to fully participate in worship.  What could be better than the 
whole family of God being together in worship?  There are Children’s worship bags 
available near the usher’s table in the narthex.  Should you or your child need a break, 
there is a nursery located across from Fellowship Hall for your use. 
Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just one door down the hall 
from the nursery.  Please knock before entering. 
 
+  Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able 
 
BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES 
Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red 
hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, which is located in the pew racks. 
Thank you for silencing all electronic devices. 
 
PRELUDE     Come, Ye Thankful People, Come       Gerhard Krapf Charles Potter 
                         My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less    Emma Lou Diemer 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE BELL CALLS US TO WORSHIP 
 
 

‡ GATHERING ‡ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
 



 
+ GATHERING HYMN   Praise and Thanksgiving               ELW 689 

 
 
 
+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather for worship today in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 



Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
 
+ GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,   
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                          
And also with you. 
 
+ KYRIE – ELW p. 203  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Glory to God ELW p. 204 

 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Let us pray: Faithful God, most merciful judge, 
you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit 
nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANTHEM     Michael Row The Boat Ashore   Kathleen Schippers, English Horn 
                 Marilyn Briscoe, Piano 

 
 

‡ WORD ‡ 



God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 44:6-8 
 6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
 I am the first and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
The word of the Lord.         Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 86:11-17 

11 Teach me your way, O LORD, 
    that I may walk in your truth; 
    give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
    and I will glorify your name forever. 
13 For great is your steadfast love toward me; 
    you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 
14 O God, the insolent rise up against me; 
    a band of ruffians seeks my life, 
    and they do not set you before them. 
15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me; 
    give your strength to your servant; 
    save the child of your maidservant. 
17 Show me a sign of your favor, 
    so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame, 
    because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 
 

SECOND READING Romans 8:12-25 
12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very 



Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we 
may also be glorified with him. 
 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains 
until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For 
in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 
seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

The Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 
 
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW p. 205 

 
 

+ GOSPEL READING                        Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was 
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has 
done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But 
he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 



them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell 
the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one 
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed 
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers 
are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the 
end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace 
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
This is the gospel of our Lord.         
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
+ HYMN OF THE DAY   Come, Ye Thankful People, Come ELW 693 

 



+ APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen 
 
 
+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation, responding to each petition with “hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
+ SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you 
Please share a sign of peace with one another at this time. 
 

‡ MEAL ‡ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me   Charles Callahan  

Charles Potter 
   
   
  

+ OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



+ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   ELW p. 206 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
+ THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
+ THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The table has been prepared for you.  Taste and see that the Lord is good! 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION        
 
LAMB OF GOD          ELW p. 208 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ELW 733, 638, 465, 679 
             



ELW 733 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ELW 638 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ELW 465 

 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ELW 679 

 
 
+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  
Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.  Amen 
 
+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with 
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in 
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

‡ SENDING ‡ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
+ BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 



+ SENDING HYMN     O Living Bread from Heaven  ELW 542 

 
 
+ DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God! 
  
POSTLUDE     O God, Our Help in Ages Past   Gerhard Krapf    Charles Potter  
         

 
‡Happening This Week‡ 

  
 

WED, July 26 6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

THU, July 27 6:30 p.m. Joy Circle 

SUN, July 30 
9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. Healing Worship 
10:30 a.m. Fellowship 

 
  



‡Serving In Ministry‡ 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

‡Announcements‡ 
Please Pray for Kristy Keith, Bill Tiecke, Patty Lange, Butch Doyle, Evelyn 
Christophersen, Billy Rueckert, Rev. Bill Dyar, Tim Halloran, Melody Evans & Pat 
Richardson.   
 
This week’s altar flowers were provided by Carol Christophersen in Memory of 
Charles Christophersen. 
 
This is Food Pantry Sunday. Please make a memo on your envelope or check for 
these donations. 
 
Next week’s Readings- 1 Kings 3:5-12, Psalm 119:129-136, Romans 8:26-39, Matthew 
13:31-33, 44-52 
 
Sunday Evening Worship!!  Please join us July 30th, August 20th & August 27th at 
6pm. 

  7/23 7/30 8/6 

ACOLYTES Jackson Evans Elise Freberg 
  Mason Smith 

A.M./READER Tyler Baars/AM  Peggy 
Starkweather/AM  Bob Nicolai/AM  

HOSPITALITY Parish Ed/Youth Property Men’s Bible Group 

GREETER (S) Jan Pohl Dave & Gail 
Pusateri    

Total Offering Received 

For Week 7/16/2023 
$947 

YTD Offering Received $124460 

Remaining Weekly Offering  
Required to meet Weekly 
Budget 

$ 5636 (per week) 

YTD Food Pantry YTD Bag of Blessings YTD Quarters for Hunger 

$330 
  

$500 
  

$164.90 
  



 
New Era Lutheran Church is holding auditions for their Fall dinner theatre 
production of GODSPELL. Adults can audition for the show on Thursday, July 20, 7-
8:30 and Saturday, July 21, 2:00 – 3:30 at Shepherd of the Cross.  If those times 
don’t work contact director Bill Turner 563-299-0600 turner@machlink.com and/or 
music director Bob Danner 563-299-3829 bcdanner@machlink and an alternate time 
will be found.  The show will be at New Era on September 29, 30, and October 1.   
 
A Signup sheet to help at Emmaus Café is on the bulletin board upstairs. 
 
Still looking for pie bakers.  The signup sheet is on the bulletin board. 
  

The roses on the altar are in honor of twin baby girls born on Sunday, July 16. Hazel 
Maeve and Charlotte Evelyn to Kathleen and Brandon Davis. Their grandparents are 
Dave and Gail Pusateri. 
 


