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With One Voice Setting 5 
 

Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church on this Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost!  In 
today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another since we all stand 
before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge 
that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the 
words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in 
baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 

 
Thank you for joining us!  If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Visitor Card, 
located in your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you. 
We practice an open communion table at Zion.  All who believe in Christ as Lord and 
Savior are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the 
oldest members of the body of Christ present in worship. 
 
Children are welcome to fully participate in worship.  What could be better than the 
whole family of God being together in worship?  There are Children’s worship bags 
available near the usher’s table in the narthex.  Should you or your child need a break, 
there is a nursery located across from Fellowship Hall for your use. 
Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just one door down the hall 
from the nursery.  Please knock before entering. 
 
+  Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able 
 
BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES 
Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red 
hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, which is located in the pew racks. 
Thank you for silencing all electronic devices. 
 
PRELUDE   
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

‡ GATHERING ‡ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
 
 
 
 



+ GATHERING HYMN   O God Beyond All Praising WOV 797 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather for worship today in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. 
Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
+ GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,   
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                          
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ KYRIE  WOV p. 28 

 
 
+ HYMN OF PRAISE  WOV pp. 28-29  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Let us pray: O Lord God, merciful judge,   
you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of 
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing 
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
     

‡ WORD ‡ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
FIRST READING   Genesis 50:15-21 
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he 
died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they 
did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God 
of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell 
down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, 
“Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to 
me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 
today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way 
he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
The word of the Lord.         Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 103:8-13 
8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins   nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth,  so great is his steadfast love 
toward those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west,  so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has compassion 
for those who fear him. 
 
SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those 
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass 
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And 
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 



 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. 
Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in 
honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks 
to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 
both the dead and the living. 
 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is 
written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
The Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   WOV p. 31 

 
 
+ GOSPEL READING                        Matthew 18:21-35 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him 
to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to 
be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released 
him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of 
his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he 



said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him 
into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all 
that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have 
had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will 
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
This is the gospel of our Lord.         
Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
SERMON    
 
+ HYMN OF THE DAY  God! When Human Bonds Are Broken WOV 735 

 
 

 



+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation, responding with, “hear our prayer”. 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
+ SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you 
Please share a sign of peace with one another at this time. 
 
 

‡ MEAL ‡ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING    Forever and Until  Zion Choir 
   
+ OFFERING PRAYER 
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, 
that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
+ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ PROPER PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
+ THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION – On the Night 
 
+ THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Jesus invites you to this table.  Come, eat, and live. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION        
 
 
 
 
 



LAMB OF GOD  WOV p. 39    

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS WOV  748, 754, 755, 740                          WOV 748 

 



WOV 754 

 
WOV 755 



 
WOV 740 

 
+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  
Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.  Amen 
 
+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy 
and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to 
your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

‡ SENDING ‡ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
+ BLESSING 
Go forth into the world in peace. Be of good courage. 
Hold fast that which is good. Render to no one evil for evil. 
Strengthen the fainthearted. Support the weak. 
Help the afflicted. Show love to everyone. 
Love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 

and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 



+ SENDING HYMN     Great is Thy Faithfulness  WOV 771 
 

 
+ DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you! 
Thanks be to God! 
  
POSTLUDE               Sue Robinson 
 
 
 



‡Happening This Week‡ 

  
 

SUN, Sept 17 

9:00 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Fellowship 

10:30 a.m. Sunday School/Story 

TUE, Sept 19 1:00 p.m. Group 5 MPR Hosted by Janet Martz  

WED, Sept 20 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
 12:00 p.m. Christians Underground @Geo Johnz 
                                 6:00 p.m. FFN@ Grace Lutheran 

7:00 p.m. Choir 

THU, Sept 21 
6:30 a.m.  Fellowship of Christian Athletes L-M 

School 
  

SUN, Sept 24 
9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:30 a.m. Fellowship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School/Story 

 
‡Serving In Ministry‡ 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Total Offering Received 

For Week 09/10/2023 
$2210 

YTD Offering Received $152876 

Remaining Weekly Offering  
Required to meet Weekly Budget 

$6678 (per week) 

  9/17 9/24 10/1 

ACOLYTES 

Preston 
Schroeder 

Carson 
Schroeder 

Preston Schroeder  

A.M./READER 
Marilyn 

Briscoe/R from 
the pew 

Kathleen 
Schippers/AM  Dyann Roby/R 

HOSPITALITY Social Ministry Finance Property 

GREETER (S) Jeff & Denise 
Baird      

YTD Food Pantry YTD Bag of Blessings YTD Quarters for Hunger 

$350 
  

$540 
  

$175.15 
  



‡Announcements‡ 
Please Pray for Kristy Keith, Bill Tiecke, Patty Lange, Butch Doyle, Evelyn 
Christophersen, Billy Rueckert, Rev. Bill Dyar & Rodger Roskens. 
 
This week is Quarters For Hunger Sunday. Please make a memo on your envelope 
or check for these donations. 
 
Next week is Food Pantry Sunday. 
 
This week’s altar flowers were provided by Sara & David Reusswig. In remembrance 
of their grandparents. 
 
Next week’s Readings- Jonah 3:10--4:11, Psalm 145:1-8, Philippians 1:21-30, 
Matthew 20:1-16 
 
Sunday Evening Worship!!  Please join us Sept. 24, Oct. 8 & 22 @6pm. 
 
We need your help! The next display case will focus on the Zi0n Lutheran School 
circa 1913-1952. If you have any paraphernalia that we can scan and return to you, 
please get with Peggy Starkweather or Sheryl Mercer, or drop it by the office. 
 
DON’T THROW AWAY THOSE OLD SNEAKERS!  
Before you send those old sneakers or your running shoes to the landfill, why not help 
the Wilton Fine Arts Guild lend a hand to the planet, those less fortunate, and clear 
your clutter! The Guild has partnered with a very worthwhile non-profit, GotSneakers! 
GotSneakers recycles kids and adult sneakers by taking athletic footwear through a 
cleaning process and recycling them to others who can’t afford full price shoes, perhaps 
in another part of the world. Even sneakers that have seen way better days will be 
recycled as playground surfaces. 
 

September Diaper Drive Through Wednesday, September 27, This month for 
Family Faith Nights, in conjunction with our September service project, we are 
collecting diapers for the Muscatine Community Diaper Bank. The bank is in need of 
especially sizes 1, 2 and 7. Bring donations when you come to Family Faith Nights, OR 
to the office.  
 
Trunk or Treat is right around the corner!  There is a sign-up 
sheet on the bulletin  board or here’s the link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA4AE2EA1FCC16-trunk#/ . 

If you have questions ask Sue wilder or Judy Carlson. 
  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA4AE2EA1FCC16-trunk#/

