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Welcome to Zion Lutheran Church as we celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord! Our re-creation in 
baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters. 
Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that 
distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the 
Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the 
world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 
 
Thank you for joining us!  If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Visitor Card, located in 
your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you. 
 
We practice an open communion table at Zion.  All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior 
are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the oldest members 
of the body of Christ present in worship. 
 
Children are welcome to fully participate in worship.  What could be better than the whole 
family of God being together in worship?  There are Children’s worship bags available near the 
usher’s table in the narthex.  Should you or your child need a break, there is a nursery located 
across from Fellowship Hall for your use. 
 
Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just one door down the hall from the 
nursery.  Please knock before entering. 
 
+  Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able 
 
BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES 
Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red hymnal, Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, which is located in the pew racks. 
Thank you for silencing all electronic devices. 
  
 
PRELUDE   Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized  Johann Gottfried Walther  
      Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters Wayne L. Wold   

           Charles Potter 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BELL CALLING US TO WORSHIP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 GATHERING ‡ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
+ GATHERING HYMN  God, Whose Almighty Word   ELW 673

   
 
+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
creator of darkness and light, 
word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you. 
We have known you but have not always loved you. 
We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you. 
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in each of us. 
Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. 
Restore us, 
that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 
 



The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. 
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
You are God’s beloved. 
Amen. 
 
 + GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                                                                                  
And also with you. 
 
+ KYRIE – ELW 157 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE – Now the Feast and Celebration   ELW 167 

 
 
 
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                                                          
The Lord be with you                                                                                                            
And also with you. 
Let us pray: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness,  
your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by 
your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



CHORAL ANTHEM    Once in Royal David’s City   Zion Choir
  

‡ WORD ‡ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
FIRST READING   Genesis 1:1-5 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light 
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
The word of the Lord.          
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 29 
1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; worship the LORD in holy splendor. 
3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over mighty 
waters. 
4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of 
Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl and strips the forest bare, and in his temple all 
say, “Glory!” 
10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
11 May the LORD give strength to his people! May the LORD bless his people with peace! 
 
SECOND READING  Acts 19:1-7 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy 
Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s 
baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to 
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy 
Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were 
about twelve of them. 
The word of the Lord.          
Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 



+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Halle, Halle, Hallelujah   ELW 172

 
 
+ GOSPEL READING                        Mark 1:4-11 
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers 
from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized 
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
This is the gospel of our Lord.         
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ HYMN OF THE DAY    When Jesus Came to Jordan   ELW 305 

 
 

+ NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen, and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of  
 the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,            
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things   
 were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was   
 incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.   
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and   
 was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the                    
 scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the   
 Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and   
 his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
 Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  
 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy  

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the                   
 forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
          the world to come.   
Amen. 
 
 



+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the 
world, and all of creation, responding to each petition with “Hear our prayer”. 
 
Each petition ends with: Lord, in your mercy 
Congregational response:  Hear our prayer 
  
Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our 
hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
  
+ SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always 
And also with you. 

‡ MEAL ‡ 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of Zion Lutheran 
Church.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated.   
 
We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to give through 
the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly donations on a regular 
schedule.  If you are interested in electronic giving options, please contact the church office. 
  
MUSICAL OFFERING  Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters  Marilyn Rinehart 
Charles Potter 
      
+ OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                               
Blessed are you, Holy One, 
for all good things come from you. In bread and cup you open heaven to us. Meet us at this 
table, that we receive what we seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
+ DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
+PROPER PREFACE FOR EPIPHANY 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise… …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 



+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY – ELW 191 

 
   
+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION                On the Night      
  
+ LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
   
+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.  Come and see! 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 LAMB OF GOD - ELW 336 

 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING    Give Me Jesus    Silas Harris 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS – ELW 471, 445, 448 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ELW 471 

   
ELW 445 

 



 
ELW 448 

 
 
+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace, ☩ now and forever.  
 
+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. Raise us to life by your 
power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 

‡ SENDING ‡ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

  
 
+ BLESSING 
God who names you, 
Christ who claims you, 
and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

☩ bless you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ SENDING HYMN    Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized ELW 304  

 
 
 
+Dismissal 
Go in peace.  You are God’s beloved 
Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized  Johann Gottfried Walther 

           Charles Potter 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


