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Holy Communion, ELW Setting 1

Welcome to worship on this Fifth Sunday of Easter! This Sunday’s image of how the
risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the
branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel
and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self
and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds
us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

WORSHIP NOTES:

Thank you for joining us! If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Visitor Card,
located in your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you.

We practice an open communion table at Zion. All who believe in Christ as Lord and
Savior are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the
oldest members of the body of Christ present in worship.

Children are welcome to fully participate in worship. What could be better than the
whole family of God being together in worship? There are Children’s worship bags
available near the usher’s table in the narthex. Should you or your child need a break,
there is a nursery located across from Fellowship Hall for your use.

Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just one door down the hall
from the nursery. Please knock before entering.

+ Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able

BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES
Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red
hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, which is located in the pew racks.
Thank you for silencing all electronic devices.

PRELUDE Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands Johann Sebastian Bach

God Loved the World Robert J. Powell
Just As I Am, without One Plea Emma Lou Diemer
Charles Potter
ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE BELL CALLS US TO WORSHIP

¥ GATHERING #
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God



+ OPENING HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367
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All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.



+ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

+ GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW p. 101
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+ GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



+ PRAYER OF THE DAY

Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed, hallelujah!

O God,

you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish
our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the
fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

ANTHEM Look at the World John Rutter Zion Choir
Soloists-Nathan Paulsen & Mark Frye

* WORD #
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to
worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet
Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip
ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 3tHe replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he
was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 3°As they were going
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water!
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 33He commanded the chariot to stop, and
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away;
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 4°But Philip found himself
at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all
the towns until he came to Caesarea.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 22:25-31

25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those
who fear him.
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise
the LORD.

May your hearts live forever!
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of
the nations shall worship before him.
28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations.
29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all
who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him.
30 Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord
31andfl proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it.

SECOND READING 1 John 4:7-21
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. °In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1Beloved,
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. 24And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior
of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they
abide in God. 1%So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. 7Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the
day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 8There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has
not reached perfection in love. 29We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I
love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not
seen. 2'The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love
their brothers and sisters also.
The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S SERMON


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+22%3A25-31&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-14236f

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 102
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

+ GOSPEL READING John 15:1-8

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] *“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it
bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless
it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 51 am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. *Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
This is the gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



+ HYMN OF THE DAY O Blessed Spring ELW 447
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2 Through sum - mer heat of youth - ful years, un - cer - tain
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be a branch of this life - giv - ing Tree.
rain, the boughs will shout for joy a - gan.
move with gifts of beau - ty, wis - dom, love.
wing and trust the prom - ise of the spring.
vive and join us to your 'Tree of Life.

+ NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news, responding to each petition with
“hear our prayer”.

Lord, in your mercy
Receive our prayer

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

+ SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you

Please share a sign of peace with one another at this time.

* MEAL #
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

MUSICAL OFFERING At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing David Schack
Charles Potter

+ OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your
abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true
vine. Amen.



+ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW p. 107
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ PROPER PREFACE FOR EASTER
It is right, our duty, and our joy......and join their unending hymn.

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 108

1 l 1 1

e | — : |

T4+ 2 = |
Ho - ly ho - ly, ho -

4

i }
an) . 2 7 s o — 1 (o
\‘j/ I = - —o o g J__‘_i -

pow-er and might, heav-en and ecarth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-

1

i

o

J
{
. 1
\:_)V | | B [#] i

san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is he  who comes in the

!)# ! 1 7z 1 1
I | —1 | X I I |

| |

: . I I I

:@—i e ® — i_‘_i P
o | | N

name of the Lord. Ho -san - na in the high - est.

+ THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION - On the Night



+ THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

THE DISTRIBUTION

LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 112-113
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
DISTRIBUTION SONGS Jesus Loves Me ELW 595
Now We Join in Celebration ELW 462
The King of Love My Shepherd Is ELW 502

Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor ELW 475



ELW 595
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2 Je-sus loves me! he who died heav - en’s gates to 0 - pen wide;
3 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all the way;
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lit - tle ones to  him be-long, they are weak, but he is strong.
he will wash a - way my sin, let his lit - tle child come in.
when at last I come to die, he will take me home on high.
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Now we join in
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Lord, we share in
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Give us grace to live for oth - ers,

serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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pledge of your un- fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav'n-ly glad - ness.

seek - ing jus-tice, love,and mer - cy

till you come in

fi - nal glo - ry.



ELW 502
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1 The King of love my shep - herd s, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, but yet in
4 In death’s dark wvale 1 fear no ill, with  thee, dear
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fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if
soul he lead - eth and, where  the ver - dant
love he sought me, and on his  shoul - der
Lord, be - side me, thy rod and  staff my
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I am  his and he is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tal  feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so, through all the length of days,

thine unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never.
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may [ sing thy praise
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: St1. CoLUMBA, Irish tune

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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liv - ing bread! Je - sus, true and liv - ing  bread!
join  with them; we in wor - ship join with them.
ev - 1y stain; cleans-ing  souls from ev - ry  stain.
glo - ri - fied; ris'n, as - cend - ed, glo - ri - fied!

Text: George H. Bourne, 1840-1925
Music: BRYN CALFARIA, William Owen, 1814-1893

+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen us
and keep us in his grace. Amen
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+ POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Be Not Afraid

ELW 388
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+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send us forth
from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend. Amen.

+ SENDING #*
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

+ BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter

hope + bless you now and always.
Amen.



+ SENDING HYMN Let All Things Now Living ELW 881
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2 God rules all the forc - es: the stars In their cours-es and
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God  the cre - a - tor tri - um - phant - ly raise,
sun  in its or - bit o - be - dient - ly shine;
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who fash-ioned and made wus, pro-tect-ed and stayed us, who

the hills and the moun - tains, the r1iv - ers and foun - tains, the
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still  guides us on to the end of our days.
deeps of the o - cean pro - claim God di - Vvine.
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God’s  ban - ners are oer us, God’s light goes be -
We too should be voic - ing  our love  and re -
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fore us, a pil -lar  of fire shin-ing forth in the night,
joic-ing; with glad ad - o - ra - tion a song let us raise
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till shad-ows have van-ished and dark - ness is ban - ished, as

tull  all things now liv-ing wu - nite in thanks - giv - ing: “To
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for - ward we trav - el from light in - to light.
God in the high - est, ho - san - na and praise!”

+ DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE Abide, O Dearest Jesus Friedrich Wilhelm Marpurg Charles Potter



