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Welcome to worship here at Zion on this First Sunday of Advent — we are glad you're here!
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but that
expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The
ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited
“the coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to
stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas
celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper.

WORSHIP NOTES:

Thank you for joining us! If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Visitor Card, located in
your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you.

We practice an open communion table at Zion. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior
are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the oldest members
of the body of Christ present in worship.

Children are welcome to fully participate in worship. What could be better than the whole
family of God being together in worship? There are Children’s worship bags available near the
usher’s table in the narthex. Should you or your child need a break, there is a nursery located
across from Fellowship Hall for your use.

Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just two doors down the hall from the
nursery. Please knock before entering.

+ Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able

BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES

Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red hymnal, Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, which is located in the pew racks.

Thank you for silencing all electronic devices.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
BELL CALLING US TO WORSHIP

* GATHERING #
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

+ INVOCATION

We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light; + Jesus, the Light of the World; and the
Holy Spirit, the Light who illumines our path.
Amen.



+ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

In this season of light, let us go before God and confess how our words and actions contribute
to the shadows instead of adding to the light. [Silence for reflection]

God of Love and Light,

We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be. We shine
a spotlight on the sins of others while trying to keep our own sins hidden in
shadows. We burn bridges by being impatient, opinionated and judgmental. We
inflame others by lashing out in anger. We go through our days enveloped in the
gloom of fear and doubt. We let our witness become a smoldering ember until it
dies out completely.

Forgive us Jesus, the Everlasting Light. Come to us, abide with us, our Lord,
Emmanuel. Teach us to walk as children of light, surrounded by your love,
forgiveness and healing. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

God dwells with us in the Word made flesh, the Babe of Bethlehem, and shows infinite love and

forgiveness for all. Your sins are forgiven in the holy name of - Christ who was, who is, and
who is to come.

Amen.
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+ HYMN OF PRAISE
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+ GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

Let us pray: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.

By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and
redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

ANTHEM Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Zion Choir
Katie Harris and Carol Allison, handbells

The congregation is invited to sing stanza 4

CHILDREN’S SERMON



ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING - Light the Candle verse 1
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¥+ WORD #
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
FIRST READING Jeremiah 33:14-16

14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. ¢ In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which
it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 122

1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies
triumph over me.

3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are
treacherous.

4Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.

5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted
all the day long.

¢ Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.

7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your
steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.

10 All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness to those who keep
your covenant and your testimonies.



SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? 1 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 2 And
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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+ GOSPEL READING
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great
glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near.”
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 3° as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 3! So also, when
you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you,
this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it

Luke 21:25-36



will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 3¢ Be alert at all times, praying that
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before
the Son of Man.”
This is the gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
+ HYMN OF THE DAY People, Look East ELW 248
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Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BESANCON, French carol

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

+ NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen, and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,

not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things

were made. For

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third



day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
theFather and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Prayers of Intercession

As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for
God’s presence., responding to each petition with “hear our prayer”.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name
of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

+ SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always
And also with you.

+ MEAL #

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of Zion Lutheran
Church. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.
We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to give through
the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly donations on a regular
schedule. If you are interested in electronic giving options, please contact the church office.

MUSICAL OFFERING Jennifer Rosin

+ OFFERING PRAYER

God of Light, our world is filled with shadows.

Therefore, we offer the gifts of ourselves, our time, and our resources, trusting
you will use them to set the world aglow with your loving presence. May our
offerings continue to shine brightly before others so they may see our good works
and give glory to you. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen

+ GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give our thanks and praise



At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. God saw that
the light was good...we now join the saints and angels in a hymn of praise to God, the

Everlasting Light.
Amen.
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+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION On the Night

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the language of your
heart:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God feeds us with tender mercy. Come to the table.

THE DISTRIBUTION

Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion by continuous
distribution with one station for bread in the center and a station for wine on each side.
Please receive wine from the side on which you are sitting and return to your seat by walking
down the side aisle. If you are unable or would prefer not to come forward, please inform
one of the ushers and communion will be brought to where you are seated. If you do not wish
to receive communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a
blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available in the separate small dish on the bread tray. Please
let Pastor Willie know if you would like a gluten-free wafer. If you wish to receive grape juice
rather than wine, please indicate this preference by approaching the communion server with
your hand out and palm down. The grape juice is located in the center ring of the
communion tray. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, are welcome
at this feast.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Christ, Be Our Light ELW 715
Now We Join in Celebration ELW 462

When Peace Like a River ELW 785
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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1 Now we join in cel - e - bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!
3 Lord,we share in this com-mu - nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.



+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and

keep you in his grace, + now and forever.

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Jesus, our bright Morning Star, we give you thanks that you have fed us well
through the bread and wine of your Supper. May it enable us to shine brightly in
all the dark places of our world with your love, justice and peace. We ask this in

your holy name.
Amen.
+ SENDING #
God blesses us and sends us itn mission to the world
+ BLESSING

God who spoke light and creation into being,
who dwells with us in Jesus,
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,

+ bless you now and forever.

Amen.

+ SENDING HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244
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I Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f'rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex -pec -ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune



+Dismissal
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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