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Holy Communion Everlasting Light Liturgy Setting

A very merry Christmas to all who come to celebrate and worship on this holy night! This
service is intended to be welcoming for people of all ages, and especially kids. As you come in,
there are ribbons of various sorts available for the kids and we will use them during the
worship service. All children are invited to gather with Pastor Willie at the back of the nave for
the beginning of the worship service and process in waving ribbons with our gathering hymn,
O Come, All Ye Faithful.

Thank you for joining us! If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Visitor Card, located in
your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you.

We practice an open communion table at Zion. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior
are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the oldest members
of the body of Christ present in worship.

Children are welcome to fully participate in worship. What could be better than the whole
family of God being together in worship? There are Children’s worship bags available near the
usher’s table in the narthex. Should you or your child need a break, there is a nursery located
across from Fellowship Hall for your use.

Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just two doors down the hall from the
nursery. Please knock before entering.

This evening we will end the worship service using candlelight or LED finger lights while
singing Silent Night. The acolytes will pass the light from the Christ candle to the congregation.
Please dip the unlit candle into the lighted candle to prevent the hot wax from dripping on
hands, clothing, or pews. LED finger lights are available for children or those who would
prefer to use them. Thank you for joining God’s community of faith gathered at Zion Lutheran
church as we celebrate the birth of Christ our Lord! Please join us again!

Thank you to all our musicians who will help with tonight’s service, including the Pusateri
Quartet, Jennifer Rosin, and Isabelle Rosin on French Horn.

+ Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able

BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES

Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red hymnal, Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, which is located in the pew racks.

Thank you for silencing all electronic devices.

PRELUDE Jennifer Rosin

¥ GATHERING #
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
BELL CALLING US TO WORSHIP

INTROIT

O Come, All Ye Faithful

INVITATION TO WORSHIP
We have waited and waited.
And imagined a savior.

We imagined power.

One like the world but stronger and on our side.
We imagined a king on a white horse wielding a sword.
We got a baby born in a stable among the cows and sheep.
We imagined that he would destroy our enemies.
We receive a baby who will teach us our calling
to seek peace and to love another as God first loved us.
Praise be to God for the unexpected babe of Bethlehem.
Praise to the wisdom of love.

Welcome to worship on this holy night in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy

Spirit. Amen!

+ GATHERING HYMN

Maggie Kiddoo, violin

ELW 283

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade

O Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap-py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit -i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be: . « - glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God w5 s i s ws e s w high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!



+ PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Let us pray.

Almighty God,

You made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Help us to
walk in the light of Jesus and on the last day wake to his shining glory. We ask all
this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHRIST CANDLE LIGHTING
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*+ WORD #
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
FIRST READING Isaiah 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a
royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and
righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord
of hosts will do this!
2 [al The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—

on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied the nation,

you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%209%3A2-7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-17832a

as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4 For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6 For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Titus 3:4-7

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity.
Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our
Savior’s final appearance.

4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through
the waterfa! of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. ¢ This Spirit he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM And the Stars Sang Matt Richardson and Lizzy Richardson Holden

Children are invited to come forward at this time


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=titus+3%3A4-7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29912a

WELCOMING THE GOSPEL Angels We Have Heard on High v. 1&2 ELW 289
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I An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o-ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’'n - ly
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol

Children are invited to wave ribbons and ring bells every time we sing “Gloria in Excelsis
Deo”

GOSPEL READING Luke 2:1-20

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great
joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace.

Our Christmas Eve story comes from the Gospel of Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

The Christmas Story-WHIRL Story Bible

Sermon



Celebrating the Gospel
Kids are invited to wave ribbons and ring bells again during “Gloria in Excelsis Deo”.

Angels We Have Heard on High,v.3  ELW 289
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music,
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I An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o-ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav'n - ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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1864

Music: GLORIA, French carol



+ HYMN OF THE DAY Away in a Manger ELW 277

g i
ARV | |P- ) J i[ i { i\} {
- ' L — N

1 A-way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask you to stay «close by me for -
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Je -sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry-ing he makes. | love you, Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.

down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten - der «care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all

people, responding to each petition, “hear our prayer”.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer

We offer these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through the Word
made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

+ SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always
And also with you.

* MEAL #
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ



OFFERING
Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of Zion Lutheran
Church. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.
We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to give through
the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly donations on a regular
schedule. If you are interested in electronic giving options, please contact the church office.

MUSICAL OFFERING Jennifer Rosin

+ OFFERING PRAYER

Gracious God, you come to us as a baby and bring heaven the earth. As we offer ourselves and
these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us
the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

+ DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ PREFACE

At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light...we now join the
saints and angels in a hymn of praise to God.

Amen.

+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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is the one who comes_ Blessed! Blessed! in__ the name of God.




+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION On the Night

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the language of your
heart:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus.

LAMB OF GOD
—_;‘:—T%~-~ —& | e e & |4 F & G | . 4 |1 J | —Jled— 11—
Q) > 3 2 —-
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peace. Pre -pareus to re- ceive__ yourgrace and teachushowto fol - lowyour ways. Re-
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joice!  Re- joice! E- man - u - el has cometo you, O Is - ra-ecl
THE DISTRIBUTION

Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion by continuous
distribution with one station for bread in the center and a station for wine on each side.
Please receive wine from the side on which you are sitting and return to your seat by walking
down the side aisle. If you are unable or would prefer not to come forward, please inform one
of the ushers and communion will be brought to where you are seated. If you do not wish to
receive communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a
blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available in the separate small dish on the bread tray. Please
let Pastor Willie know if you would like a gluten-free wafer. If you wish to receive grape juice
rather than wine, please indicate this preference by approaching the communion server with
your hand out and palm down. The grape juice is located in the center ring of the communion
tray. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, are welcome at this feast.



DISTRIBUTION HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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I Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born king;
2 Christ,by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 H

ail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!

born that we no
p—)

Mild he lays his more may die,

glo - ry by,
T - n n T t
1

0 .
e " — f : K
© ' —rir T e e L ey

with  an - gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.

Refrain ﬂ
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Hark! The her - ald the new-born king!

Text: Charles Wesley. 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915

an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Joy to the World!
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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room and heav’n and na - ture sing, and heav’'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

ELW 270

ELW 267



DISTRIBUTION HYMN Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW 275
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1 An - gels,from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions,you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Come and wor-ship,come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 17711854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 18131879

DISTRIBUTION HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-Ile-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
(@] morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and

keep you in his grace, *+ now and forever. Amen

+ POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Jesus, our bright Morning Star, we give you thanks that you have fed us well

through the bread and wine of your Supper. May it enable us to shine brightly in this world
with your love, justice and peace. We ask this in your holy name. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LIGHT

As the ushers pass the light to members of the congregation during O Holy Night, pass it to
the person next to you.

DO NOT TIP a lighted candle. If you or your child(ren) has battery operated lights, now is
the time to turn them on and let those lights shine!

MUSICAL OFFERING O Holy Night Pastor Willie and Jennifer Rosin

CANDLELIGHT HYMN Silent Night ELW 281
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Stil - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les schlift,
I Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All is  calm,
2 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 St - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
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ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li - ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon  vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hold - er Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li- scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav’'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf  in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 17871863
+* SENDING #

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

CHRISTMAS BLESSING

May the God of love, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
fill your cup to overflowing with grace,

Light your path with truth

and increase your joy,

today and always.
Amen.

EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLES

Children are invited to come forward for the sending hymn and recess out with Pastor Willie,
waving ribbons and ringing bells!

SENDING HYMN Go, Tell it on the Mountain ELW 290



Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - ’ry - where;
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g0 tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth

3 Down in a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
Refrain
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace, tonight the Savior is born!
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Jennifer Rosin






