Why do you stand here looking into the sky?

This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven,

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.
Acts 111
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Music Minister — Charles Potter
Holy Communion, ELW Setting 1

Welcome to worship here at Zion Lutheran Church — we are glad you’re here! In today’s
readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will
empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples are told to not gaze up into
heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word
and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our
mission.

WORSHIP NOTES:
Thank you for joining us! If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Visitor Card, located in
your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you.

We practice an open communion table at Zion. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior
are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the oldest members
of the body of Christ present in worship.

Children are welcome to fully participate in worship. What could be better than the whole
family of God being together in worship? There are Children’s worship bags available near the
usher’s table in the narthex. Should you or your child need a break, there is a nursery located
across from Fellowship Hall for your use.

Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just two doors down the hall from the
nursery. Please knock before entering.

+ Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able
BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES
Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red hymnal, Evangelical

Lutheran Worship, which is located in the pew racks.
Thank you for silencing all electronic devices.

PRELUDE Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth Charles Callahan

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds Hal H. Hopson
All Glory Be to God on High Georg Bohm
Charles Potter

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE BELL CALLS US TO WORSHIP



¥ GATHERING #*

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

INTROIT What a Friend We Have in Jesus Sandra Eithun  Zion Bell Choir
+ OPENING HYMN Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies ELW 553
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Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on - ly light,
Dark and cheer-less is the morn un - ac-com - pa-nied by thee;
Vis - it then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
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Sun of righ-teous-ness, a - rise,
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tri-umph o’er the

shades of night;

joy-less is the day’s re - turn, till thy mer-cy’s beams I see,

fill me, ra- dian - cy di - vine, scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart ap - pear.

till they in- ward light im - part, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

more and more thy - self dis-play, shin-ing to the per - fect day.

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever. Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God



forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

+ GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.
+KYRIE ELW pp. 98-99
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE This is the Feast ELW p. 101
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+ PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Almighty God,

your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for us.
Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into
your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

ANTHEM Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies Jason W. Krug Zion Bell Choir



* WORD #

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11
[Luke writes:] 1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from
the beginning 2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 After his suffering he presented himself
alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking
about the kingdom of God. 4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem,
but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from
me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days
from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that
the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. 1© While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 93

1 The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with strength.
The LorD has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved.

2 Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;
you are from everlasting.

3 The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

4Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea,
mightier is the LORD who dwells on high.

5 Your testimonies are very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and forevermore.

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:15-23

151 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason 10 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 7 I pray that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, 8 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, 9 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us
who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20 God put this power to work in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, 2t far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that



is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his
feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills all in all.

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

CHILDREN’S SERMON
+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 102
0 &
) I . I |
P ===
Al - le lu - ia, al - le lu - ia
n # - | | | | |
P ——————————
») | ' |
al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia.
N4 Repeat alleluia
e
@ O s o e

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

+ GOSPEL READING Luke 24:44-53

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.
44 [Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets,
and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45 Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, 4¢ and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these
things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city
until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed

them. 5t While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into
heaven. 52 And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53 and they were
continually in the temple blessing God.
This is the gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



+ HYMN OF THE DAY A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! ELW 393
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1 A hymn of glo-ry let us sing! New hymns through-out the world shall
2 The ho -1ly ap - os-tol -ic band wup - on the Mount of Ol - ives
3 To whom the shin-ing an-gels cry, “Why stand and gaze up - on the
4 “You see him now, as-cend-ing high up to the por-tals of the
5 O ris - en Christ, as-cend-ed Lord, all praise to you let earth ac-
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sky?” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! “This is the Sav-ior!” thus they
sky” Al-le - Iu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! “Here - af - ter Je - sus you shall
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trod, as - cends un - to the throne of God.
see  their Lord as-cend in maj - es - ty.
say, “this is his glo-rious tri-umph day!” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le -
see re - turn-ing in great maj - es - ty.”
run, with  Fa-ther and with Spir - it one.
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+ NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all

that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

- ia!



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and
all who are in need, responding to each petition with “hear our prayer”.

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in
the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen

+ SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you

Please share a sign of peace with one another at this time.

+ MEAL #
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of Zion
Lutheran Church. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.

We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to
give through the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly
donations on a regular schedule. To give right now, please scan the QR code to
make a contribution.

If you are interested in electronic giving options, please contact the church office.

MUSICAL OFFERING God has Gone Up with a Shout Charles Potter Charles Potter

+ OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace
along with these gifts we bring.

Come among us again,

breathe your life into us,

and enliven us with this meal,

that we may live as your risen body in the world.
Amen



+ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW p. 107
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ PROPER PREFACE
It is right, our duty, and our joy......and join their unending hymn.

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 108
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pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho -
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san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is he  who comes in the
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.
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+ THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION - On the Night

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the language or
version of your heart:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

THE DISTRIBUTION
LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 112-113
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

DISTRIBUTION SONGS

ELW 838 Beautiful Savior
ELW 604 O Christ, Our Hope
ELW 392 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus



Beautiful Savior ELW 838
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I Beau -t1 - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair i1s the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na -  tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed n flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright  the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tru - ly I'd serve thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus is pur - er,
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - o, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my Crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Ge.mng(mch. Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU. Silesian folk tune. 19th cent.




O Christ, Our Hope ELW 604
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1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts’ de - sire, cre - a - tion’s
2 How wvast your mer - cy to ac - cept the bur - den
3 But now the bonds of death are burst, the ran - som
4 Oh, let  your might - y love pre - vail to purge us
5 All praise to you, as - cend - ed Lord; all glo - ry
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might-y Lord, re - deem - er of the fall - en world, by
of our sin, and bow your head in cru - el death to
has been paid; you reign a - bove at God’s right hand, in
of our pride, that we may stand be - fore  your throne by
ev - er be to Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it blest through
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ho - ly love out- poured, by ho - ly love  out - poured:
make us clean with - 1n, to make us clean with - 1n.
robes of light ar - rayed, in robes of light ar - rayed.
mer - cy pu - 1 - fied, by mer - cy pu - 1 - fied.
all e ter - ni - ty, through all e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapt.

Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561




Alleluia! Sing to Jesus ELW 392
0 :
G " A2 ] N | 1 1 1
e — p Z e - s
1 Al-1le - lu - 1! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - ter,
2 Al-le - lu - 1! Not as or - phans are we left in
3 Al-le - lu - 1ia! Bread of heav - en, here on earth our
4 Al-1le - lu - ia! King e - ter - nal, Lood om - nip - o -
5 Al-le - lu - 1a! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - ter,
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foot - stool,  heav’n your throne. As  with - In the veil you
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out of ev - ry mna - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”
hearts for - get his prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er- more”?
songs of all the sin - less sweep a - cross the crys-tal sea.
ecarth both priest and vic - tim in the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
out of ev - 'ty na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”




+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen us and keep

us in his grace. Amen

+ POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Be Not Afraid ELW 388
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Be not a-fraid, singout for joy! Christis ris-en,al-le - lu - ia!
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+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Living One,
in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,
sing of your glory,
and proclaim your risen life
to a wounded and weary world.
Amen
+ SENDING #
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
+ BLESSING
The triune God,

who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit,
light your way with resurrection dawn,

now and always.
Amen



+ SENDING HYMN Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor ELW 475

0 |
’{‘ Lp J }
(> —1 ! > ud =
Y e . |
1 Lord, en - throned in heav’'n - ly splen - dor, first - be -
2 Though the low - liest form now veil you as of
3 Pas - chal Lamb, your of - f'ring, fin - ished once for
4 Life - im - part - ing heav’'n - ly man - na, strick - en
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got - ten from the dead, you a - lone, our strong de -
old in Beth - le - hem, here as there your an - gels
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fend - er, lift - ing up your peo - ple’s head. Al - le -
hail you, branch and flowr of Jes - se’s stem. Al - le -
min - ished shall for - ev - er - more re - main, Al - le -
san - na wor - ship you, the Lamb who died, Al - le -
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lu -1a, al-le - lu-1ia, al-le-Iu - ia! Je - sus, true  and
lu -ia, al-le - lu-1ia, al-le - lu - ia! We in wor - ship
lu -1a, al-le - lu-1a, al-le - lu - ia! cleans - ing souls from
lu -ia, al-le - lu-1ia, al-le - lu - ia! ris’m, as - cend - ed,
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liv - ing bread! Je - sus, true and liv - ing  bread!
join  with them; we in  wor - ship join with them.
ev - 1y stain; cleans-ing souls from ev - ry  stain.
glo - 1 - fied; ris’n, as - cend - ed, glo - n - fied!

Text: George H. Bourne, 1840-1925
Music: BRYN CALFARIA, William Owen, 1814-1893

+ DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE Alleluia! Sing to Jesus David A. Schack Charles Potter



