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Introduction

As on the first day of creation, in this Christmas season the Word illumines the world, shining forth to
bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us
in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with
the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we
have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore!

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
BELL CALLING US TO WORSHIP

¥ GATHERING #
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
INTROIT
ENTRANCE HYMN Love Has Come ELW #2092

Christmas Dialog and Greeting:

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

May the grace and truth of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened
weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
* WORD +#
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING Isaiah 9:2-7

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined. 3 You have multiplied exultation; you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4 For the yoke of their
burden and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned
as fuel for the fire. 6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders,
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Great will be
his authority, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish
and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of
the LORD of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!



Hymn: Angels From the Realm of Glory ELW #27

SECOND READING Micah 5:2-5

2]But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient
days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in
the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for
now he shall be great to the ends of the earth, 5 and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come
into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight rulers.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW #279vs.1& 2

THIRD READING Luke 2:1-7

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went
to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ¢ While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the inn.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Hymn: On Christmas Night ELW #274

FOURTH READING Luke 2:8-20

8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. 1© But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: **to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. 2 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child, 8 and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them, 9and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it
had been told them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Hymn: Go, Tell It on the Mountain ELW #290vs.1& 3



FIFTH READING Matthew 2:1-12

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in
the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been
written by the prophet:

6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for
from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ” 7 Then Herod secretly called for the
magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word
so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. 1* When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God!
Hymn: What Child is This ELW #2906
GOSPEL READING John 1:1-14

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15t chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in
the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world,
and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know him. ** He came to what was his
own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the
will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



THE PRAYERS

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.

Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice.

Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.

Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You enlighten the heart with steadfast love.

Enliven your church that it might bear good tidings of great joy to all people.
Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be with us even to the end of the age.

Open our eyes to see your presence in all who are hungry, lonely, or homeless.
Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity.

Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.

Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.

Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all the world.
We ask all these things through him who strengthens us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always
And also with you.

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which you take
delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now these gifts, received from
your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of your salvation from day to
day. Amen.

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of Zion
Lutheran Church. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.

We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to give
through the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly donations on
a regular schedule. To give right now, please scan the QR code to make a
contribution.

If you are interested in electronic giving options, please contact the church office.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the language or version of
your heart:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.



BLESSING

God who spoke light and creation into being,

who dwells with us in Jesus,

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,

 bless you now and forever. Amen.

The God of love, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine your path,
and increase your joy, today and always. Amen.

Sending Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW #270

Dismissal

We go out into the world

sharing the love of God, spreading the Word of God, and serving the children of God.
Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.

Thanks be to God!

Prayers and Liturgical Texts reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from

Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2013. [Scripture quotations are from]

New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-739503.
All rights reserved. CCLI Streaming License™ 21990664 Size A
Church Copyright License® 21990671 Size A



The
ANNUAL
MEETING

Please Join Us
January 25,2026 10:30 a.m.

Zion Lutheran Church
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Z. BOOK
CLUB

Meeting

December 29| 5:30PM

@ Diamond Dave’s

563-263-5074
—J Zion Lutheran Church

~ALL THE BEST~ EN
g

HAPPY “+

NI

YEAR

BAIAR £318-13
"FORGET THE FORMER THINGS:
D0 NOT DWELL ON THE PAST.
SEE, I AM DOING A NEW THING!
NOW IT SPRINGS UP;
o DO YOU NOT PERCEIVE IT?
I AM MARING A WAY IN THE WILDERNESS AND
STREAMS IN THE WASTELAND'.




