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Welcome to worship here at Zion on this Baptism Of Our Lord Sunday – we are glad you’re 
here!  In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this 
great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will 
bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed 
by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal 
mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES: 
Thank you for joining us!  If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Visitor Card, located 
in your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you. 
We practice an open communion table at Zion.  All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior 
are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the oldest 
members of the body of Christ present in worship. 
 
Children are welcome to fully participate in worship.  What could be better than the whole 
family of God being together in worship?  There are Children’s worship bags available near 
the usher’s table in the narthex.  Should you or your child need a break, there is a nursery 
located across from Fellowship Hall for your use. 
Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just two doors down the hall from 
the nursery.  Please knock before entering. 
 
+  Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able 
 
BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES 
Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red hymnal, Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, which is located in the pew racks. 
Thank you for silencing all electronic devices. 
 
  
PRELUDE   Crashing Waters at Creation                         Gerhard Krapf 

    Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized      Johann Gottfried Walther   

            Charles Potter 
 
 

‡ GATHERING ‡ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BELL CALLING US TO WORSHIP 

 

TRUST FUND COMMITTEE 2025 GRANT AWARDS 



+ GATHERING HYMN Shall we Gather At the River       ELW 423 

 
 

+ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, 

the Wind stirring the waters. Amen. 

 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 

you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 



The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, 

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

Amen. 

 

+ KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house , and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

Let us pray.  O God, 

our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and 

anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ 

faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with 

your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM          How Can I Keep from Singing     Zion Choir 

‡ WORD ‡ 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

FIRST READING                                  Isaiah 42:1-9 
1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

 I have put my spirit upon him; 

  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice 

  or make it heard in the street; 

 3 a bruised reed he will not break, 

  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed 

  until he has established justice in the earth, 

  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 5 Thus says God, the Lord, 

  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

 who gives breath to the people upon it 

  and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 6 I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 

  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

  a light to the nations, 

  7 to open the eyes that are blind, 

 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 8 I am the Lord; that is my name; 

  my glory I give to no other, 

  nor my praise to idols. 

 9 See, the former things have come to pass, 

  and new things I now declare; 



 before they spring forth, 

  I tell you of them. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 29 

 1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 

  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory  due God’s name; 

  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

 3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the Lord is upon the  mighty waters. 

 4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the Lord is a  voice of splendor.  

 5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 

  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6 the Lord makes Lebanon skip  like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7 The voice of the Lord 

  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

 9 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the Lord sits enthroned as  king forevermore. 

 11 O Lord, give strength to your people;  

  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  

 

SECOND READING       Acts 10:34-43 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices 

righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout 

Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to 

all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 

tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him 

after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify 

about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 

name.”        



The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL READING                             Matthew 3:13-17       

The holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 

up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is 

my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased. 

 

This is the Gospel of our Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ HYMN OF THE DAY Wade in the water  ELW459 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ APOSTLES’ CREED 

Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*Or, “he descended into hell. 
 

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, 

trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

responding to each petition with,” hear our prayer.” 

 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us in 
mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who proclaim 
hope in a broken world. Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our Prayer 
 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

+ SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always, 

And also with you. 

 

 

 



‡ MEAL ‡ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of 

Zion Lutheran Church.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated.  

We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you 

to give through the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or 

monthly donations on a regular schedule.  If you are interested in 

electronic giving options, please contact the church office. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING  O Spirit of Life     J.C.F. Fischer  Charles Potter 

 

+ OFFERING PRAYER 

God of majesty, 

no eye has seen, no ear has heard 

what you have prepared for those who love you, 

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 

Use what we have gathered 

to feed us with the reign of God come near, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

+ DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

+ PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    ELW p.153  

 
+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

 

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the language or 

version of your heart: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

Come to the table; taste and see. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION        

Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion at the rail. If 

you are unable or would prefer not to come forward, please inform one of the ushers and 

communion will be brought to where you are seated. If you do not wish to receive 

communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing. 

Gluten-free wafers are available in the separate small dish. Please let the presiding 

minister know if you would like a gluten-free wafer. If you wish to receive grape juice 

rather than wine, please indicate this preference by approaching the communion server 

with your hand out and palm down. The grape juice is located in the center ring of the 

communion tray. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, are 

welcome at this feast. 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 

ACS 955   Come to the Water of Life 

ELW 396   Spirit of Gentleness 

ELW 302   As With Gladness Men of Old 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Come to the Water of Life  ACS 955    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spirit of Gentleness    ELW 396    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As With Gladness Men of Old   ELW 302    

 
+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace, ☩ now and forever.  Amen 
 

+ POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Radiant God, 
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood 
you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



‡ SENDING ‡ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

BLESSING 

May the triune God, 
who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN         Songs of Thankfulness and Praise   ELW310  

    
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE Creator Spirit, Heavenly Dove      Johann Gottfried Walther   

                     Charles Potter 
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