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Birthdays Over 80
* 80-89 Years Young
 ** 90-99 Years Young
 ***100 Years Young

January Birthdays
*Nancy Tietge 01/24

January Birthdays
Whitney Baars 01/03
Mike Batenhorst 01/03 
Clayton Smith 01/03 
Charley McCleary 01/05 
Matthew Richardson 01/14 
Dyann Roby 01/15 
Rachel Creamer 01/19 
Jan Boche 01/21 
Judith Vargus 01/21
Luke Kiddoo 01/23
Bob Vargus 01/24 
Sarah Evans 01/27
Justin Dornbush 01/28
Morgan Stalkfleet 01/28
Brynlee Winkle 01/28
Tasha Cantrell 01/30 

Altar Guild:
 Week 1: Richardsons
 Week 2: Perishos
 Week 3: Pusateris
 Week 4: Starkweathers
 Sub: Hansons

Lunch Bunch 11:30 AM
January 8 @ Muscatine Family
Restaurant
February 12 @ Happy Joe’s

Council Corner

~The council will be
posting their meeting

minutes in every
monthly newsletter.

On the following
pages are the

November minutes~
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Thursday, November 13, 2025
 
Council Members present were: Pastor Rosin, Jim Haage, Braedan Garrett, Terri Hanson, and Kim Sears.
Wendy Brendel joined via Zoom. Special Guests were Pastor Dan Kuckuck, Assistant to the Bishop, SE Iowa
Synod, and Peggy Starkweather, Trust Department Chair.
 
Council President, Jim Haage, called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. Devotions were shared by Braedan
Garrett. Terri Hanson has devotions for December.. 
 
A motion was made by Pastor Willie to approve the minutes from October 2025 and accept the October
Committee Reports as written. The motion was seconded by Terri Hanson and the minutes and committee
reports were approved with all ayes.
 
There was no correspondence to report.
 
Social Ministry
Terri Hanson reported that Chelsea Harms has been invited to be Chairperson of this committee. Chelsea will
decide at a later date. The Building Usage request from the Pastor of Iglesia Jehova-Jireh church for the
evenings of October 17-19 was cancelled. Zion will be decorated for the Habitat for Humanity Christmas Tour
on November 30th at 2:00. Volunteers are needed. Also, two or more volunteers are needed for the Tour on
December 7th from 2:00-4:00. Jim Haage will help visitors at the elevator. Additional volunteers are needed at
the entrance doors and also to help with refreshments and children’s activities. Lutheran Living resident gift
tags will be available on November 30th.
 
Pastor’s Report
Pastor Willie’s report was accepted as written for October 10 - November 12, 2025. Pastor will be on vacation
November 16th and Maddy Carroll will act as pulpit supply. New Member Sunday will be November 23rd.
Chelsea Harms will provide a cake. Council will provide hospitality. A motion was made by Pastor Willie to
accept as new members: Rev. Erica Cunningham, Rev. Dianne Prichard, Silas Harris, Kathy Wilson, Jerry
Roush, Savannah Blackwood, Paisley Winkle, Brynley Winkle, and Ron Winkle. The motion was seconded by
Terri Hanson and the motion passed with all ayes. There will be a 6:00 Thanksgiving Service on Sunday,
November 23rd with both choir and bell choir participating.
 
President’s Report 
No written report.
 
Vice President’s Report
No written report. 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Thursday, November 13, 2025
 
Peggy Starkweather spoke to the Council on behalf of the Trust Fund Committee regarding the separation of the
Trust Fund as an asset from the Church in case of litigation. It was passed at the Annual Congregational
Meeting in 2023 that 25% of the current year growth could be used from the parsonage fund. A motion was
made by Pastor Willie for Council to request no more than $1,000 for the legal fees associated with establishing
the Zion Trust Fund as a separate 501 entity with the State of Iowa using the 25% growth of the parsonage fund
for 2025. The motion was seconded by Terri Hanson and the motion passed with all ayes.
 
Pastor Dan Kuckuck spoke to the Council about starting the Call Process to replace Pastor Willie who will be
leaving Zion after service on December 24th. The Council will need to form a Call Committee of 6-8 people.
Decisions will need to be made about Pulpit Supply and hiring an interim pastor as well as payment for those
services. It was suggested that the Worship Committee and Jan Pohl might help with the details for pulpit
supply. Pastor Dan provided the Council with a Call Process packet and worksheet.
 
Treasurer’s Report
Report accepted as written.
The General Fund lost $8,589 for the month of October giving a net loss of $39,208 for the year-to-date. This
compares to a loss of $44,593 for year-to-date 2024.
It was noted that the office supply account is 107% of the annual budget.
Wendy will check with Dave Hanson where the deposit for the electronic sign donations appears on the
financials.
Discussion was held regarding staff salaries for Denise Dunnahoo Bulcke, Sheryl Mercer, Stacey Ramos, two
organists and two choir directors. Wendy Brendel made a motion to accept the proposed 3% increase for church
staff’s wage rate (excluding Pastor) starting January 1, 2026. The motion was seconded by Braedan Garrett and
the motion passed with all ayes.
 
Unfinished Business:
Personnel Policy Draft Review - on hold.
Hold for Chamberlin Heating & Air Conditioning maintenance agreement
Denise’s possible jury duty the first week of December - discussion held about staffing the office. The Council
approved Denise to work evenings or have Sheryl cover as needed.
 
New Business:
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 25, 2026. Installation of officers will be on Sunday,
February 1, 2026. Possible chairs for the Parish Youth/Ed vacancy are Miriam Garrett and Anna Stange.
Possible chair for Social Ministry is Chelsea Harms. Still looking for a Treasurer.
Council approved Peggy Starkweather and Julie Frye to be on the Audit Committee.
Council approved Dyann Roby and Mike Batenhorst to audit the Trust Fund.
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Thursday, November 13, 2025
 
Boy Scout Charter renewal - Need a facility use agreement signed.
Parking lot use for hospital mum sale - Pastor Willie made a motion to allow the Hospital Auxiliary to host a
mum sale in September 2026 in the Zion parking lot. The motion was seconded by Terri Hanson and the
motion passed with all ayes.
Muscatine Equality Coalition form - Pastor will check with Denise for clarification on what is expected from
Zion for the March Trivia Event. The Coalition needs to complete a Facility Use Agreement. Zion will offer the
space at no cost.
Expectations for Denise during interim period between Pastors - Keep Council advised on additional work.
Digital Sign Use Policy - Pastor or Council must approve display messages. Denise and Braedan Garrett will be
trained on the sign.
A motion was made by Terri Hanson that the December 14th worship service and Children’s Christmas
program will start at 10:00 a.m. instead of 9:00 followed by a farewell potluck for the Rosin family. Jim Haage
seconded the motion and the motion passed with all ayes.
 
All Committee Night will be Thursday, December 4th. The next council meeting will be Thursday, December
11th at 6:00 p.m. 
 
A motion was made by Braedan Garrett to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Terri Hanson. The meeting
was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:52 p.m.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Kim Sears
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Birthdays Over 80
*    80-89 Years Young
 **  90-99 Years Young
 ***100 Years Young

February Birthdays
*Sue Robinson 02/06 
*Karolyn Subbert 02/06
**Lois Greenwald 02/09
*Mary Martz 02/09
**Clarence Hammann 02/24

February Birthdays
Karson Cantrell 02/01 
Jennifer Taylor 02/01
Shannon Steele 02/02 
Nicole Steele 02/08 
Deb Weiss 02/13 
Carol Timm 02/17
Kim Sears 02/20 
Tracy Bogart 02/23 
Faith McCleary 02/24
Brenda Roskens 02/25 
Roger Roskens 02/25
Mary Knause 02/28

Altar Guild:
 Week 1: Richardsons
 Week 2: Perishos
 Week 3: Pusateris
 Week 4: Starkweathers
 Sub: Hansons

Council Corner

~The council will be
posting their meeting

minutes in every
monthly newsletter.

On the following
pages are the

December minutes~
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Thursday, December 11, 2025

 
Council Members present were: Pastor Rosin, Jim Haage, Braedan Garrett, Wendy Brendel, Terri Hanson, and 
Kim Sears. 
Special Guests were Kathleen Schippers, 
Dave Hanson, and Jason Dornbush. 
 
Council President, Jim Haage, called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. Devotions were shared by Terri Hanson.
Kim Sears has devotions for January 2026.
 
Kathleen Schippers spoke on behalf of the Worship Committee with their recommendations for Worship
Services due to the resignation of Pastor Willie. She relayed that an interim pastor will not be available to us for
the foreseeable future. Therefore, we will be utilizing supply pastors as well as local Pastors from the Faith
Together Muscatine alliance. Pastor Willie, Jim Haage, and Kathleen met with Pastor Aleese Kenitzer of
Shepherd of the Cross, Pastor Susan Bantz of Grace Lutheran, and Maddy Carroll, intern, who all volunteered to
help us through this transition time. The use of supply pastors will take us through mid-February for a 9:00
service. However, after that time, it has been proposed that Zion move to an 11:00 service with a 10:00 Sunday
School and 10:30 Fellowship prior to Service in order to utilize our local Pastors/Intern for coverage. A
proposed spreadsheet has been provided by the Worship Committee that lists coverage through the first week of
April. Ash Wednesday service on February 18th will be at Grace Lutheran for all four churches of Faith Together
Muscatine. Lenten Services/Holy Week will be determined at a later date. Evening Services on January 11 and
25 will be covered by Maddy Carroll/Pastor Susan Bantz. Pastoral Care will be handled by Pastor Susan at
Grace. Financials were discussed with Dave Hanson for Supply Pastors and Pastoral Care.
 
A motion was made by Braeden Garrett to accept the Worship Committee’s recommendation for Worship
Schedules through Easter. The motion was seconded by Wendy Brendel and the motion was approved with all
ayes.
 
A motion was made by Terri Hanson to approve the minutes from November 2025. The motion was seconded
by Pastor Willie and the motion was approved with all ayes.
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There was no correspondence to report. Jim Haage approved a Facility Use Request from the Boche family for
their yearly Christmas party on Christmas Eve day.Social Ministry
Report accepted as written. Terri Hanson, At-Large, reported that Chelsea Harms has agreed to be the
Chairperson for the Social Ministry Committee. All of the Lutheran Living resident gift tags have been picked
up. Wrapped gifts are due to the church by December 14th.

Pastor’s Report
Pastor Willie’s report was accepted as written for November 13 - December 11, 2025. Pastor submitted his
resignation letter to the Council effective December 31, 2025. Pastor’s last day at Zion will be December 24th.
In addition to his report, there will be a small wedding ceremony for Shawn Baars’ sister, Michelle Scheurs
and fiance Ed on Friday, December 12th.

1.The General Fund gained $2,154 for the month of November giving a net loss of $37,055 for the year-to-
date. This compares to a loss of $47,873 for year-to-date 2024.

2.The electronic sign donation amount was corrected on the financials.
3.There is money in the Memorial Fund designated from Judy Carlson and Rick Crooks that could be moved

as a line item to a separate Garden of Eatin’ Fund since the State of Iowa grant that we relied on won’t be
available anymore. The committee applied for and will receive a Trust Fund grant in 2026 for the Garden.
There is also a $250 Thrivent Grant that could be applied for if needed.

4.A motion was made by Pastor Willie to move Memorial Funds designated from Judy Carlson and Rick
Crooks to a separate fund to provide monies for the Garden of Eatin’. The motion was seconded by Terri
Hanson and it passed with all ayes.

5.Dave Hanson presented the 2026 Budget Proposal. Discussion was held.
6.The Council was asked to read over the proposed amendments to the Trust Fund By-Laws and report back

to Jim Haage by December 30th with thoughts/concerns/suggestions.  
7.All reports need to be submitted by January 10th for the Annual Meeting.

Unfinished Business:
1.Personnel Policy Draft Review - The proposed document was emailed to all Council Members. Corrections

were suggested and discussion held. A motion was made by Pastor Willie to approve the Employee
Handbook as presented and amended. The motion was seconded by Jim Haage and the motion passed
with all ayes. Pastor Willie asked Wendy if she could meet with Denise to review.

2.Hold for Chamberlin Heating & Air Conditioning maintenance agreement
3.Hold for proposal from Beckey Accounting for outsourcing bookkeeping.

New Business:
1.Digital Communications Policy and Deductible Cost - Braedan Garrett will be trained on electronic sign

operation. A motion was made by Wendy Brendel to approve the Digital Communication Policy as
presented and amended. The motion was seconded by Terri Hanson and the motion passed with all ayes.
A motion was also made by Jim Haage to approve the $2,500 deductible at $395/year for insurance on
the electronic sign. The motion was seconded by Braedan Garrett and the motion passed with all ayes.

2.Pastor Willie Rosin’s resignation letter was accepted.
3.January All Committee and Council dates will be January 8th and Council will be January 15th.
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The council approved the Annual Meeting to be January 25th at 10:30 a.m.
Nominations are approved for Miriam Garrett and Anna Stange for Parish Youth/Ed Committee Co-Chairs,
Jason Dornbush as Finance Treasurer, and Chelsea Harms as Social Ministry Committee Chair.
Jim Haage will be absent for the Council meeting on February 12th. Braedan will run the meeting as Vice
President.

Permission to update picture boards for Girl Scout project - Pastor Willie made a motion to permit the Girl
Scout group under the guidance of Sarah Stalkfleet to update the picture boards that tell the story of the current
Life and Ministry of the Church. The motion was seconded by Terri Hanson and the motion was approved with
all ayes.
Trust Fund Updates to Articles of Incorporation - see above.

Council will have hospitality on January 25th. All Committee Night will be Thursday, January 8th. The next
council meeting will be Thursday, January 15th at 6:00 p.m.  

A motion was made by Pastor Willie to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Wendy Brendel. The meeting was
adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:13 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kim Sears
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Zion Lutheran Church Digital Communications Policy 
adopted by Zion Lutheran Church Council December 11, 2025

Purpose:
 All digital forms of communication from Zion Lutheran Church, including, but not limited to email, social media
platforms, and the digital sign on Cedar Street serve as tools for sharing information that reflects the mission and
ministry of our congregation. Their purpose is to inform members and the wider community about worship
opportunities, church events, and community activities connected to Zion.
Guidelines for Digital Communications:

1.Primary Content:
Worship service times and schedules.
Worship bulletins
Special worship services (e.g., Lent, Advent, Christmas, Easter) 
Congregational events such as Bible studies, youth gatherings, fundraisers, and fellowship activities.
Community events sponsored by or hosted at Zion Lutheran Church.

2.Community Information:
Requests from outside organizations will be reviewed by the pastor or church council before posting.

3.Content Standards:
All communications and images must be respectful, non-political, and consistent with the spirit and
mission of Zion Lutheran Church.
Messages will be concise, clear, and appropriate for public communications.

4.Oversight and Approval for the Digital Sign
The office administrator is the primary operator of the software for the digital sign.
The pastor or executive council will oversee content and scheduling of messages.
The pastor and/or church council reserves the right to modify or remove content as necessary.

Goal:
 Through the use of our digital communication tools, Zion Lutheran Church seeks to share the Good News, invite
the community into worship and fellowship, communicate to the congregation and community events at Zion
Lutheran Church, and strengthen connections between the congregation and our neighbors.



Total Offering Received
For Week 12/28/25

$6,581

YTD Offering Received $217,295

Remaining Weekly Offering 
 Required to meet Weekly
Budget

$1,493

 YTD 
 MCSA

YTD 
 Laundry Love

YTD
 Quarters for

Hunger

$1,650 $920 $805.50

SHP
Synod

Ben/Outreach
Youth

$1,410 $554 $2,662

FAITH.FAMILY.COMMUNITY
TITHE

January Anniversaries
**Mary & Ron Knause 1/6
*Tracy & Gregory Bogart 1/24

February Anniversaries
**Tom & Tammy Welk 2/2
*Casey & Tasha Cantrell 2/11
**Charles & Ria Meyer 2/18 

* 25+
**50+

Usher Schedule

January
Jim & Julie Haage
Mike Batenhorst
Susan Smith

February
Tom Welk
Mike Watson
Mark & Sarah Perisho
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Reminders: 
 Men’s Bible Study meets every
Wednesday morning at 6:30 a.m. at
the All American Diner.

Christians Underground 
We have an additional Bible
study/discussion group opportunity
in Muscatine called Christians
Underground. Pastor Aleese Kenitzer
from Shepherd of the Cross leads this
group in discussion about the Revised
Common Lectionary texts for the
upcoming Sunday. They currently
meet weekly on Wednesdays at 12:00
p.m. at Zion Lutheran church for
about an hour. This invitation is open
to all four ELCA congregations in
Muscatine. 

Upcoming Meetings:

Joy Circle
January 22 6:30 p.m.
February 17 6:30 p.m.

Group 5
January 20 1:00 p.m.
February 26 1:00 p.m.

Contact News
Newsletter information and articles
for the next Contact are due by
February 5.

Please use this QR code to get somebody put
on the prayer list!!

Please Pray for:Kristy Keith, Butch Doyle, 
Linda Brade, Beth Simpson, Karolyn Subbert,
Faith McCleary, Judy Sebbert, Tyler Baars,
Martha Carley, Carolyn Kemper, Eric Pohl,
Roger Roskens, Tammy Welk, Maria Gui, 
Mike Carter & Bob Danner.   

COMMUNION INSTRUCTION
CLASSES 

WILL BE AT 10:30 A.M. 
FEBRUARY 1,8,15 & 22

 
FAITH STEPPING STONES 
ON SUNDAY MARCH 1ST. 

THIS IS FOR ALL 4TH GRADERS.



JOIN US FOR OUR

SOUP/CHILI COOK-OFF
JANUARY  11  

AFTER WORSHIP

THINK YOU’VE GOT THE BEST
TASTING SOUP! 

PUT YOUR LADLES ASIDE AND LET
THE CONGREGATION DECIDE!

~CATEGORIES~
CHILI, VEGETABLE, CREAMED, OTHER

ALL FREE WILL DONATIONS 
HELP SUPPORT THE YOUTH PROGRAM

LET YOUR DOLLARS DO THE VOTING

PLACEMENT 
RIBBONS AND 

A TROPHY 
WILL BE AWARDED

SOMETIME IN FEBRUARY  
AFTER WORSHIP

SOMETIME IN FEBRUARY  
AFTER WORSHIP



NEW WORSHIP TIME
STARTING  

FEBRUARY 15, 2026

11 AM

Jan. 11 - 9am 
Jan. 18 - 9am
Jan. 25 - 9am 
Feb. 1 - 9am
Feb. 8 - 9am

Pastor Susan Bantz started taking care of Pastoral Care Dec. 25th . 
You can call Zion (563-263-5074) and the information will be

communicated to her. 
Outside of office hours, you can call Grace Lutheran Church at 

563-563-0784 to reach Pastor Susan.

Adult Bible Study will be offered at Grace Lutheran Church
starting Jan. 11 at 1:30 pm.
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