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I lift up my eyes to the hills — where does my
help come from? My help comes from the
LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

- Psalm 121:1-2 -
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ELW Holy Communion Setting 3

Welcome to worship here at Zion on this Second Sunday in Lent — we are glad you are here.
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the Easter
Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and Spirit. At
the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a covenant with
Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. From worship we
are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world.

WORSHIP NOTES:

Thank you for joining us! If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Blue Visitor Card,
located in your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you.

We practice an open communion table at Zion. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior
are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the oldest
members of the body of Christ present in worship.

Children are welcome to fully participate in worship. What could be better than the whole
family of God being together in worship? There are Children’s worship bags available near
the usher’s table in the narthex. Should you or your child need a break, there is a nursery
located across from Fellowship Hall for your use.

Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just two doors down the hall from
the nursery. Please knock before entering.

+ Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able

BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES

Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red hymnal, Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, or the blue hymnal, With One Voice which is located in the pew racks or
handed out.

Thank you for silencing all electronic devices.

PRELUDE I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes David N. Johnson Charles Potter
God Loved the World Robert J. Powell

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
BELL CALLING US TO WORSHIP



¥ GATHERING #*

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

+ GATHERING HYMN What Wondrous Love Is This
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I What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb [ will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; and
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown

sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme,

on, [I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty

+ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt

and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:

for my soul?
for my soul
I will sing.
I'll sing on.




Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

+ KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the church of God and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house , and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.



+ PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you
And also, with you

Let us pray.

O God, our leader and guide,

in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your children.
Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your
life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

ANTHEM I Will Sing of the Lord's Great Love solo by Lizzie Holden Zion Choir

*+ WORD #
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
FIRST READING Genesis 12:1-4a
1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house
to the land that I will show you. 21 will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you, and
the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
42So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 121
1T lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
2My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
4 Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
5the Lord watches over you;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,;
6 the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
7The Lord will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.



8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

tWhat then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For
if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before

God. 3 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him
as righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as
something due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly,
such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 5 For the
law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that
it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to
those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have
made you the father of many nations™), in the presence of the God in whom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON- Sarah Evans

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION p. 142
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GOSPEL READING John 3:1-17

The holy Gospel according to John

Glory to you, O Lord

1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for
no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered
him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. ¢ What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things?

1 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet
you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 4 And just as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, !5 that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order
that the world might be saved through him.”

This is the Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON



COMMUNION FAITH STEPPING STONES PRESENTATION

PRESIDING MINISTER DAN

Parents — when your children were baptized, you promised to faithfully bring them to the
services of God’s house, to teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments, to place in their hands the Holy Scriptures, and provide for their
instruction in the Christian faith. Do you promise to continue fulfilling these promises and
to trust in God to help you?

If so, please answer, “I do, and I ask God to help me.”

DAVE PUSATERI

Congregation, will you continue to support and assist these parents in teaching the
Christian faith and support them as they raise these children in the Christian faith?

If so, please answer, “We will”

STACEY RAMOS

Evie, Lincoln & Morgan — as baptized children of God who believe and trust in the words,
“given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” you are well-prepared to receive the
sacrament of Holy Communion. Jesus invites you to his table to joyfully receive his
gracious presence in Holy Communion. Do you believe that when you receive Christ’s body
and blood in Holy Communion that Jesus Christ comes to you forgives your sins, and
strengthens your faith? If so, please answer, “I believe.”

DAVE PUSATERI

Let us pray. God, your son, Jesus Christ, loved children and called them to him. We ask for
your blessing on these young people and to strengthen them in faith as they eat at your
Table, so that they may be a blessing for others and honor the body of Christ. We ask this
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

PRESIDING MINISTER DAN
Please kneel at the communion rail for a blessing

May the presence of Jesus in the Lord’s Supper strengthen you as you continue on your
faith journey.



+ HYMN OF THE DAY

Come to the Water of Life
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1 All who are thirst-y for mer - cy, all who are thirst-y for
2 All who are thirst-y for heal - ing, all who are thirst-y for
3 All who are thirst-y for beau - ty, all who are thirst-y for
4 All who are thirst-y for jus - tice, all who are thirst-y for
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love; all who are thirst -y for love, for mer - cy,
touch,; all who are thirst -y for touch, for heal - ing,
truth; all who are thirst -y for truth, for beau - ty,
peace; all who are thirst-y for peace, for jus - tice,
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come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943

Music: WATER OF LIFE, Ray Makeever

Text and music © 1999 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Installation of the Call Committee

+ APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*0Or, “he descended into hell.
+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and
its needs, responding to each petition with,”hear our prayer.”
A brief silence

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

+ SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always,
And also with you.
* MEAL #
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people
of Zion Lutheran Church. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.
We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you | e
to give through the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or H
monthly donations on a regular schedule. If you are interested in
electronic giving options, please contact the church office.

MUSICAL OFFERING My Faith Looks Up to Thee Charles Callahan
Charles Potter

+ OFFERING PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,

who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



+ DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that
renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 144
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION



+ THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the language or
version of your heart:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

THE DISTRIBUTION

Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion at the rail. If
you are unable or would prefer not to come forward, please inform one of the ushers and
communion will be brought to where you are seated. If you do not wish to receive
communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing.
Gluten-free wafers are available in the separate small dish. Please let the presiding
minister know if you would like a gluten-free wafer. If you wish to receive grape juice
rather than wine, the grape juice is located in the center ring of the communion tray. All
who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, are welcome at this feast.

LAMB OF GOD p.146
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DISTRIBUTION

We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus ELW 451
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1 We are bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we are bap-tized in his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,
3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, glo-ry be to Christ the Son,
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that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je -sus who is ris - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er one;

Q s | |
(- I J e ' i ) i l
3 e | ’ - ——— =
And if we have been u - nit - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past;
as 1t was In the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain
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we will all be re - u - nt-ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end -ing. . . . . A - men.

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Blessed Assurance ELW 638
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; [ in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it, washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove, filled with his good-ness, lost in his love.
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - ior all the day long:
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908



When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ELW 803
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1 When | sur - vey the won - drous Cross on which the
2 For - bid it, Lord, that | should boast save in the
3  See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sor - row and
4 Were the whole realm of na - fture mine, that were a
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prince of glo - ry died, my rich - est gain 1
death of Christ, my God; all the vain things that
love  flow min - gled down. Did e’er such love and
pres - ent far too small; love so a - maz - ing,
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count but loss and pour con - tempt on all my pride.
charm me most, | sac - ri - fice them to  his blood.
SOr - row mect, or thorns com - posc SO rich a crown?
SO di - vine, de - mands my soul, my life, my all.

Text: [saac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: HAMBURG, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and
keep you in his grace, *+ now and forever.

Amen

+ POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



BLESSING

+ SENDING #
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always . Amen.

SENDING HYMN God Loved the World ELW 323
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1 God loved the world so that he gave his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus the ground of  faith, who was made
3 If you are ill, if  death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son  for - gives all
5 All glo - ry to the Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, that all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; all who con - fide n
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus res - cues
sins that you have  done, and jus - t - fied by
Spir - it Three n One! To you, O bless - ed
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him be - lieve should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Christ a - lone are built on this chief cor - ner - stone.
us from death; that 18 the firm - est ground of faith.
Je - sus’ blood, your bap - tism grants the  high - est good.
Trin - 1 - ty, be  praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE  What Wondrous Love Is This John Carter Charles Potter
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