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Easter Sunday
Worship Service
April 5, 2026 — 11:00 a.m.

Zion’s Office Email zionmuscatine@gmail.com
Zion’s Phone Number 563-263-5074



Presiding Minister — Rev. Susan Bantz
Music Minister — Charles Potter
Holy Communion, ELW Setting 1

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new!
Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to
everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s
faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb,
we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of
God’s endless love.

WORSHIP NOTES:

Thank you for joining us! If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Blue Visitor Card,
located in your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you.

We practice an open communion table at Zion. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior
are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the oldest
members of the body of Christ present in worship.

Children are welcome to fully participate in worship. What could be better than the whole
family of God being together in worship? There are Children’s worship bags available near
the usher’s table in the narthex. Should you or your child need a break, there is a nursery
located across from Fellowship Hall for your use.

Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just two doors down the hall from
the nursery. Please knock before entering.

+ Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able

BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES

Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red hymnal, Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, or the blue hymnal, With One Voice which is located in the pew racks,
or handed out.

Thank you for silencing all electronic devices.

PRELUDE Jesus Christ Is Risen Today Charles Callahan; Gerhard Krapf; Healey Willan
Charles Potter
¥ GATHERING *

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BELL CALLING US TO WORSHIP

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.



Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you
thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and
sorrow. Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.

+OPENING HYMN Jesus Christ is Risen Today ELW 365
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I Je - sus Christ is ris'n to - day, Al - le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al - le - Iu - ia!
un - to Christ, our heav'n-ly King, Al - le - lu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro-cured; Al - le - lu - ia!
praise ¢ - ter - nal as his love; Al - le - lu - ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al - le - lu - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
now a- bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - lu - ia!
praise him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al - le - lu - ia!
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 17071788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708

+Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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+HYMN OF PRAISE
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+PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God,

you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by
his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die
every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

ANTHEM My Redeemer’s Love Zion Choir

*+ WORD #
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:1-6

1 At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall
be my people. 2Thus says the LORD: The people who survived the sword found grace in the
wilderness; when Israel sought for rest, 3the LORD appeared to him from far away. I have
loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 4 Again
I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall adorn yourself with
your tambourines and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 5Again you shall plant
vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant and shall enjoy the fruit.
6 For there shall be a day when sentinels will call in the hill country of Ephraim: “Come, let
us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.”

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 118:1-2, 14-24

1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever.

2 Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.”

14 The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation.

15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: “The right
hand of the LORD acts valiantly!

16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”
171 shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.

18 The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death.

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness;

I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.

20 “This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.”

21] give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23 By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.



SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4

1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things
that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Sarah Evans

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Repeat alleluia
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28t chapter: Glory to you, O Lord.

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel
of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His
appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards
shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I
know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. © He is not here, for he has been raised,
as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has
been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see
him.’ This is my message for you.” ¢ So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and
ran to tell his disciples. © Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to
him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. :° Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid;
go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

This is the Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON



+HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! ELW 377
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1 Al - le - lu - ial Je - sus 1s s - en!
2 Walk-ing the way, Christ in the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be S| - lent:
5 Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
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Trum - pets re sound - ing in glo - nn - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - 1y to 0 - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit  of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je ru - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
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Splen-dor,  the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break-ing  our bread, giv - ing  us glo - 1y
heav - en to earth, Christ  to the peo - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O  grave, be o - pen!
v - er of life, saints and arch - an -  gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won - der, a - dorn us n light.
sing withcre - a - tion to God  the I AM!
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by, + -
o= ! £ ] Z
J T
Give God  the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!
+THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death

and was buried.



On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us
pray for the needs of all creation, responding to each petition with” receive our prayer.”

A brief silence.

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

+ SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always,
And also with you.
* MEAL #
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of
Zion Lutheran Church. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.
We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to
give through the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly
donations on a regular schedule. If you are interested in electronic giving
options, please contact the church office.

MUSICAL OFFERING The Blessed Christ Is Risen Again Johann Sebastian Bach
Charles Potter

+OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no
more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow
us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.



+ DIALOGUE
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
+ PREFACE
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It is indeed right, our du -ty and our joy,
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al - mighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
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to take a - way our sin, who in dying has destroyed death,
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and in ris - ing has brought us to e - ter - nal life.
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:
+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.
+WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+ THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the language or
version of your heart:



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

THE DISTRIBUTION

Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion at the rail. If
you are unable or would prefer not to come forward, please inform one of the ushers and
communion will be brought to where you are seated. If you do not wish to receive
communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing.
Gluten-free wafers are available in the separate small dish. Please let the presiding
minister know if you would like a gluten-free wafer. If you wish to receive grape juice
rather than wine, the grape juice is located in the center ring of the communion tray. All
who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, are welcome at this feast.

LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



DISTRIBUTION

Now We Join in Celebration ELW 462
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1 Now we join in cel -e-bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,
2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-ly rap - ture!
3 Lord, we share in this com-mu-nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;
For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess - ing
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rec - on-ciled through you,our broth-er, one in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen -dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v’ry, of yourliv - ing self, our vic - try,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ecrs,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life to feed us.

pledge of your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav’n-ly glad - ness.

seck - ing jus-tice,love,and mer - cy till you comein fi - nal glo - ry.
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I Am the Bread of Life ELW 485
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and I will raise you up on the last day.”




By Your Hand You Feed Your People ELW 469
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I By your hand you feed your peo - ple, food of an - gels, heav-en’s bread.
2 In this meal we taste your sweet-ness, bread for hun - ger, wine of peace.

3 Send us now with faith and cour - age to

the hun - gry, lost, be - reaved.
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to - ken of your world re-deemed, re - stored.




Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor ELW 475
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join  with them; we in  wor - ship join with them.
ev - ry stain; cleans-ing souls from ev - ry  stain.
glo - n - fied; ris’n, as - cend - ed, glo - n - fied!

+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us all and
keep us in his grace. Amen.

+ POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.



+ SENDING #
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and
the Spirit, our advocate and peace, '+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

+SENDING HYMN My Lord Died For Kingdom
Zion Choir & Congregation
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Sister Miriam Therese (MT) Winter says, “The Spirit sings to me and through me.
! want evervone to have the opportunity to sing the songs. Pleass, sing them!”

*You are free 1o sing and play Sister MT's songs without asking for specific
copyright permission. Iif you are copying or streaming the music, we asik you to
include the copyright information and that Medical Mission Sisters has given
permission to share the music.

+DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE Carillon Louis Vierne Charles Potter
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