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Holy Communion, ELW Setting 3 

 
The Palm Sunday Liturgy recreates the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem as the 
congregation gathers at the back of the sanctuary, we wave our palms and make our 
procession into the sanctuary. 
We begin with shouts of “Hosanna!”, then hear of Jesus clashing with religious leaders and 
conclude by hearing Jesus foretell his death and Judas agrees to betray him. Thus, Holy 
Week begins. 
 
WORSHIP NOTES: 
Thank you for joining us!  If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Blue Visitor Card, 
located in your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you. 
We practice an open communion table at Zion.  All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior 
are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the oldest 
members of the body of Christ present in worship. 
 
Children are welcome to fully participate in worship.  What could be better than the whole 
family of God being together in worship?  There are Children’s worship bags available near 
the usher’s table in the narthex.  Should you or your child need a break, there is a nursery 
located across from Fellowship Hall for your use. 
Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just two doors down the hall from 
the nursery.  Please knock before entering. 
 
+  Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able 
 
BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES 
Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red hymnal, Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, or the blue hymnal, With One Voice which is located in the pew racks, 
or handed out. 
Thank you for silencing all electronic devices. 
 

               
 

‡ GATHERING ‡ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God  
Palms are available for all worship participants at the top of the steps along with your 
worship bulletin. The service begins in Fellowship Hall.  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BELL CALLING US TO WORSHIP 
 
 



+ PROCESSIONAL & GOSPEL    
(please shout where indicate by BOLD PRINT) 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST! 

Matthew 21:1-11 
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send 
them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: 
 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the donkey and the 
colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 
 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ 
 
+ BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept. 

 
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he 
entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread 
garments and branches along his way.  Bless these branches and those who carry them.  
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen   
 
 



+ PROCESSIONAL HYMN All Glory Laud and Honor ELW 344 

 
 

 
 
+ GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST! 
 
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate 
on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us 
pray: 
 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 
Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your 
mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious 
victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
ANTHEM   Blessed Is He Who Comes        Zion Choir 

 



‡ THE PASSION OF CHRIST‡  

Matthew 26:14-27:66 

We hear the story of Christ’s suffering and death 
 

Introduction to Passion 
The Passion reading is introduced. The congregation begins our experience of Christ’s 
suffering and death by singing the following refrain twice. Throughout the reading, the 
congregation is invited to sing the refrain (twice through) at the direction of worship 
leaders.  
 
Jesus, Remember Me  ELW 616 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

‡ WE RESPOND TO CHRIST’S PASSION‡ 

We confess and respond in faith 
 
+ APOSTLES’ CREED  
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

*Or, “he descended into hell 
 
+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Each petition ends with: Lord, in your mercy 
Congregational response:  Hear our prayer  
 
+ SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always 

And also with you. 
  

‡ MEAL ‡ 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of 
Zion Lutheran Church.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated.   
We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to 
give through the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly 
donations on a regular schedule.  To give right now, please scan the QR code 
to make a contribution. 
If you are interested in electronic giving options, please contact the church office.  
  

MUSICAL OFFERING    Were You There         Jason W. Krug  Bell Choir 

  
+ OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                               
O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth 
and bring forth its bounty. 

Through these gifts of bread and wine, 
draw us into the death and life of your Son, 
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
+ DIALOGUE ELW p. 144 

 
 
+ PROPER PREFACE  
It is right, our duty, and our joy……and join their unending hymn.  
  
+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 144

 
 
 + WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 In the night in which he was betrayed...Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  
 

   



+ LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the language or 
version of your heart: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen 
 
+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table. 
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
 

DISTRIBUTION         
 
LAMB OF GOD  - ELW p. 146 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 Were You There   ELW 353 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



When I Survey the Wondrous Cross   ELW 803 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Beneath the Cross of Jesus   ELW 338 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace, ☩ now and forever.  

Amen 

  
+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of our salvation, 
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 
Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 

‡ SENDING ‡ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
 
+ BLESSING 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: 
God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, 
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ SENDING HYMN      Christ Is the Life  ACS 927 

 
 +Dismissal 

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless      Otto Scherzer    Charles Potter 
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