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VR,

/volunteering!!

March 26
8:30-11a.m. & 4:30-8 p.m.

MidTown Laundromat
1508 Isett Ave, Muscatine, IA

Events are the 4th Thursday of the month
(except Thanksgiving and Christmas.)
Helpers need to also bring their smiles and engage
with folks as they feel comfortable.
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PG. 1 GLOBAL BARNYARD
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BASKETS

PG. 13 CALL COMMITTEE

PG. 14 HELP NEEDED FOR
INFORMATION BOARDS
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FAITH.FAMILY.COMMUNITY ’ Coun(:il Corner

Birthdays Over 80
* 80-89 Years Young ZION LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
** 90-99 Years Young MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - 2/12/26
**%100 Years Young
1.Council approved that the Trust Committee be allowed to move

March Birthdays forward with an attorney to finalize the Trust Fund By-Laws.
*Mary Danner 03/06 2.Council approved building usage agreements for 2026 for the Boy
***George Blackwood 03/07 Scouts and AA.
*Jerry Timm 03/08 3.Council approved the Agreement Between Faith Together Muscatine
*Inge Carle 03/11 Churches and Zion Lutheran Church. The Agreement will be signed by
**Wilmer Denker 03/13 Pastor Susan Bantz, Pastor Aleese Kenitzer, Intern Maddy Carroll,
*Bill Toyne 03/20 and the Presidents of the respective Councils.
**Irmgard Shoppa 03/25 4.Council will donate a basket for Trivia Night with a “Movie Night”
*Rose Marie Doyle 03/29 theme.
*Beatrice (Pat) Minder 03/30 5.Council approved two new members: John and Jacob Frieden.
March Birthdays
Dave Pusateri 03/04
Chris Owens 03/05 Y -~y
i il ) B3 DONATIONS
Brady Heiar 03/08 b -
e, = \LEDED
Hank Harms 03/11 i, Pl r'] o
Abigail Frye 03/19 il ik ] i il “"--4;5 MCSA Provides housing, basic
Virgil Schmitt 03/22 / health care, educational, and

_ support services to those in
Jas.on Dornb.ush 03/2% ! J [\’HTE need in Muscatine County. We
Gail Pusateri 03/27 ' strive to be the voice of

innovation and help Muscatine
citizens reach self-sufficiency.

Altar Guild:

Week 1: Richardsons
Week 2: Perishos

Week 3: Pusateris . I;/len_’s Deolgiorgnt s
) « Feminine Hygiene Products
Week 4: Starkweathers . Condbseond tfaitshes
Sub: Hansons immis EVERYDAY » Ready-to-Eat Meals
6AM - 10PM « Bath Towels
» Household Cleaning Supplies
Lunch Bunch 11:30 AM MCSA * Laundry Soap
Q « Laundry Baskets
March 12 @ Applebee’s 312 lowa Ave.

April 9 @ Peking Muscatine, IA 52761

Follow us on:

Contact us:
0 563-264-3278 n l@)



FAITH.FAMILY.COMMUNITY

Birthdays Over 80

* 80-89 Years Young
** 90-99 Years Young
**%¥100 Years Young

April Birthdays*
*Loryann Eis 04/03

*Riley Padgett 04/03
*Kathy Meyer 04/07
*Helen Colony 04/26
*Dorothy Thompson 04/28

April Birthdays
Kelsie Dornbush 04/01
Josephine Gillespie 04/03
Sarah Perisho 04/08
Kathy Rusch 04/08
Mike Owens 04/09
Jacob Evans 04/11
Mary Schroeder 04/12
Ron Knause 04/14
Maura Garrett 04/15
Ryan Smith 4/15

Dee Miller 04/17

Rick Weiss 04/17
Vicki Pedersen 04/20
Jane Keel 04/23
Braedan Garrett 04/25
James Haage 04/25
Lori Andersen 04/28
Joe Putnam 4/28
Richard Jacobsen 04/28
Quinn Garrett 04/30/

Contact News
Newsletter information and

articles for the next Contact are

due by April 5.

TITHE
Total Offering Received 5 405
For Week 3/01/26 %5,
YTD Offering Received $44,831
Remaining Weekly Offering
Required to meet Weekly $4,319
Budget
YID YID Qu:r'trelis for
MCSA Laundry Love
Hunger
$130 $260 $185
SHP Synod Youth
Ben/Outreach
$220 $86 $399

February 25 - March

Host: Grace Lutheran
2107 Cedar Street, Muscatine

Join us for midweek evenings of worship, foed, fellowship,
and learning! Come for part, or all, of the night!

5:30 pm Worship

Holden Evening Prayer Service, reflection on
upcoming Sunday Psalm

6:00 pm Meal

Freewill offering to ReBuilding Together Muscatine
Meal menu will be posted online

6:30 pm Family Faith Night Groups

Lower & Upper Elementary, ReStoried (Adults).
All are welcomel!

Middle school group will be participating in a Lenten
mentor program




FAITH.FAMILY.COMMUNITY

* 25+
**50+

March Anniversaries

**Larry & Reita Driskell 3/2
*Sarah & Brandon Stalkfleet 3/5
*Michelle & Scott Richardson 3/23

April Anniversaries
Greg & Kelly Gillespie 4/4
*David & Peggy Starkweather 4/19

Usher Schedule
March

Richard Jacobsen
Rosendo Ramos
Mike Carter

Julie Frye

April

Jim & Julie Haage
Mike Batenhorst
Susan Smith

Bill Toyne

Upcoming Meetings:
Joy Circle

March 26 6:30 p.m.
April 23 6:30 p.m.

—

Group 5
March 17 1:00 p.m.
April 21 1:00 p.m.

SUNDAY
EVENING WORSHIP

mmm

PLEASE

JOINUS @ 6PM
MARCH 8822

Congratulations to our winner
Richard Jacobsen
For the best soup!!

Thank you to all who
participated!!

Could you be a voting member?

Would you be interested in being a voting member at the 2026
Southeast Iowa Synod Assembly this spring? Zion needs two
voting members for the meetings that will be held in Cedar Rapids
at 1st Lutheran Church Saturday-Sunday, May15-16 . Election of
a synod bishop is one of the major items on the agenda this year.
Our synod asks us to send two voting members--one male and one
female. Zion will pay their registration fee and mileage.
Commuting each day and carpooling, possibly with voting
members from other congregations, is encouraged.
Might you be interested in attending? If so contact, Denise at the
Zion office or contact Council President Jim Haage at
(563) 264-5347 or (563) 260-2927.



FAITH.FAMILY.COMMUNITY

Reminders:

Men’s Bible Study meets every
Wednesday morning at 6:30 a.m. at the
All American Diner.

Christians Underground

We have an additional Bible
study/discussion group opportunity in
Muscatine called Christians
Underground. Pastor Aleese Kenitzer
from Shepherd of the Cross leads this
group in discussion about the Revised
Common Lectionary texts for the
upcoming Sunday. They currently meet
weekly on Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m. at
Zion Lutheran church for about an
hour. This invitation is open to all four
ELCA congregations in Muscatine.

that donated to
the
giving tree!
Thanks to your
generosity
several schools
and
non-profits
received items.

Please Pray for: Kristy Keith, Butch Doyle,
Linda Brade, Beth Simpson, Karolyn Subbert,
Faith McCleary, Judy Sebbert, Tyler Baars,
Martha Carley, Carolyn Kemper, Eric Pohl, Roger
Roskens, Tammy Welk, Maria Gui, Cindy Devick,
Steve Andersen, Sheryl Mercer, & Bob Danner.

Please use this QR code to get somebody put
on the prayer list!!

Sunday, March 29 | Palm Sunday ’ 3
9:00 am SOTC and Grace A
11:00 am New Era and Zion

Thursday, April 2 | Maundy Thursday

6:00 pm Grace (traditional worship)
SOTC (interactive worship)

Friday, April 3 | Good Friday

6:30 pm Zion (traditional worship)

SOTC (interactive worship)
Sunday, April 5 | Easter Sunday

SOTC and Grace

9:00 am
11:00 am

New Era and Zion

Z. BOOK

CLUB

Meeting

THE KEEPER OF HIDDEN BOOKS
by Madeline Martin

From the author of The Last Bookshop in
London: While Nazi forees ravage Warsaw,
a book club risks everything to protect
banned books — by hiding them away in a
erumbling library... Inspired by true
events, this “richly detailed, emotional™
USA Today bestseller “will eaptivate
historical fiction lovers” (Chanel Cleeton).

April 14 | 5:30PM

@ Diamond Dave's

563-263-5074
Zion Lutheran Church



LSI Article & Story 7 1N

Shining a Light on Disability Support

March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, Brain Injury Awareness Month and Cerebral Palsy
Awareness Month making it the perfect time to highlight LS1's services for individuals with disabilities.

LS| provide respite care for those caring for loved ones with mental and developmental disabilities along with
24 hour care, hourly options and host homes. In total LS| provided over 366,000 hours of services to those
living with disabilities last year.

For families caring for a child or adult with disabilities, the demands of around-the-clock care can be
overwhelming. That's where respite support makes a meaningful difference. Respite care offers caregivers a
personalized break while ensuring their loved one continues to receive quality care. A trained respite
provider can step in for a few hours or up to an entire weekend to support children and adults with
disabilities. Services can be provided in the individual's home, the provider's home, or within the community.

As one parent put it, “Respite helped me step back and rethink things, breath and start over again with a
better mind set! | truly believe that respite has changed my family and my life.”

L5I's thorough matching process and ongoing oversight help ensure the success and quality of respite
services. One of our respite providers, met her client and his family when they moved into a new
neighborhood. This provider and client had an instant connection during this visit, and the provider knew that
she wanted to provide respite services to him. The family worked with LS|, after being introduced to our
respite program by the provider, to enroll the client in services. They started out with small amounts of time,
and as the years went by, the amount of respite increased.

This provider has now been providing respite services to this client for over 10 years. Their relationship has
continued to grow, and is stronger than ever, as the provider has supported both the client and his family.

This client has become a part of his provider's expended family, and sees her at least once a week. The
client enjoys spending weekends once a month at his provider's home. This also allows the client’s parents
to have a scheduled break each month. One of this client’s favorite activities during his weekends at his
provider's home is to visit his provider's parents, and discuss the latest book that he has read with them.

I became a respite provider because it offered me an opportunity to earmn some extra income around my
family’s busy schedule. What | was not expecting was the learmning opportunities that occurred for both my
children and the respite children on our home. It has been an amazing experience fo see the children grow. |
love when | run into them out in the community and they come over and tell me everything they are now
doing. Through respite care you are able to make a difference!”

-Respite Provider

If you are interested in learning more about respite services or becoming a respite provider, contact
Kay Baker at 319-883-9583.



FINANCIALS

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

BUDGET TO ACTUAL - Unified Fund
Month Ended February 28, 2026

General Fund General Fund

E"’F ""“I" E::j"f:' —_— 2months  12months % of
ended ended Annual
FE"::’ i"“ FE'; 2:' z':“ Budgel - 28 2026 Dec 31,2026 Budget
s uree Actual Budget
Revenue
Ciffering ] 188681 3§ 18,420 BE% F 0483 % 236,045 175
Cther Budgeted Income 1 T80 O 2,251 8,000 28%
Parsonage Fund Income = 5 = 25,000 O
Total Revenue 18,962 20,170 94% 42,013 269,045 16%
Operating Expenses
Staffing Expenses 8,185 14, 148 58% 18,887 170,222 108,
Auto Allowsnce 232 B3 278% 510 1,000 52%
Properly & Office Expenses 3,887 5.0Bg Ta% 11,805 21,028 20%
Frogram Expenses 83 1,068 % 817 12,700 6%
Budgeted Benevolence Expenszes 1,848 1,908 87% 3,844 24,087 16%
Total Operating Expenses S 7 — % -1 3% 33772 269,045 1%
Operating Income (Loss) 4,916 (2,110) -233% 8,241
Other Income
Unbudgeted Incoma 200 . 312
Total Other Income 200 . 3z
Oiher Expenses
Total Other Expenses
Het Income (Loss) § 5116 §  (2,110) -242% % 8553 §
As of
Fund Balances Feb 28, 2026
Unified Fund § 126,706
Building Fund 71,041
bemonial Fund 10,840
Fellowship Hall Fund 4,182
outh Fund &.888
Designated Benevolenoes 40
Ciuilters Fund 2,247
Innovative Ministries Fund 181,818
Flower Fund 1,122
Garden Fumnd 2,500
Pastor's Discretionary Fund 1418

Taotal Fund Balances £ 420 406
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Discernment Committee Update-Chelsea Harms

Good morning, friends of Zion!
Before we begin worship today, I'd like to take just a moment to speak from the heart
and provide an update regarding the discernment committee.

As many of you know, we are in a season of transition here at Zion. Over the past
months, weve welcomed several fill-in pastors who have faithfully stepped forward
to lead us in worship, preaching, and pastoral care while we wait for what God is
preparing next.

Change can be uncomfortable. Uncertainty can make us eantious. That's human. But
as people of faith, we are also called to something deeper — to open hearts, open
minds, and open arms.

Hospitality is not just something we do at the door; it is something we carry in our
spirit. Each pastor who stands before us comes not as a stranger, but as a servant
answering God's call to care for us in this moment. When we welecome them, we are

welcoming the work God is doing among us.

I want to gently remind us all of the importance of creating a space where every
pastor — permanent or fill-in — feels supported, respected, and embraced. A kind
word, a smile, a willingness to listen, and a spirit of grace go a long way.

With the unknown ahead, I invite each of us to clear our minds of expectations and
allow God the room to work — sometimes in ways we don't anticipate. God often
speaks most clearly in seasons of waiting.

As a member of the discernment committee, I can assure you that prayer is deeply
needed — for our congregation, for our future leadership, and especially for the
pastors who are walking alongside us right now. They carry a sacred responsibility,
and they need our encouragement as much as our prayers.

And finally, let us remember that we are not alone in this journey. Faith together —
here in Muscatine — is not just one congregation, but all our Lutheran churches,
united in Christ and bound together by love, patience, and trust in God's timing.
May we move forward together with grace, humility, and hope.

B




SUNDAY APRIL 5, 2026
9:30-10:30 AM

Egg/cheese/hashbrown casserole with choice of ham, bacon,
sausage, vegetarian (no meat) or plain (just cheese)

Pancakes with butter and maple syrup
Apple/Orange juice/Milk, Water or coffee
Fresh fruit
Cinnamon rolls

Free will offering
in support of the Youth




SATURDAY MARGH 7

M/ DOORS OPEN AT: 5:30 PM

O TRIVIA: 6-8 PM

= plL\Y

$10 PER PERSON
SILENT AUCTION INCLUDED

1

PROCEEDS GO 117

TO THE ZION YOUTH FUND

BRING YOUR OWN SNACKS
DRINKS ARE PROVIDED

P

€

A




CALL THE OFFICE WITH YOUR BID TODAY!!

SOCIAL MINISTRY- MUSCATINE
watermelon bag, wooden slice, $10 Bagel Shop,
$10 Skinny’s BBQ, watermelon napkins,
postcards, watermelon ink pens, pearl button
earrings, asst. candy.

FINANCE - LOTTERY
$60 lottery tickets, goodluck keychains

PARISH EDUCATION- COZY
apple cider, hot chocolate, marshmallows, hot
chocolate ball, vanilla latte kit, tea bags, asst.
coffee, chocolate stirring spoons, $ 10 Starbucks,
longaberger basket, cookies



WORSHIP- ICE CREAM
waffle cones, waffle bowls, nut topping, toppings,
sprinkles, mini m & m’s, gift card for ice cream

PROPERTY- BATH & BODY WORKS
wintert candy apple, bath brush, body spray, body
wash, travel body wash, hand lotion, body lotion

COUNCIL- MOVIE
soda, asst. candy, popcorn, caramel corn,
microwave popcorn, popcorn, $15 movie gift card

CALL THE OFFICE WITH YOUR BID TODAY!!



Zion Lutheran Church Family -

As we enter this season of discernment together, the Call Committee is seeking your
prayers and your input.

We are ea%er to hear your heart for the future of our congregation as we seek the next
pastor God is calling to be our partner in ministry.

March 22nd. For those who prefer, paper copies are available in the church o
will be at the back of the sanctuary during our next three services.

If you are able, please complete our congregational survey at the link below bt)%.Sunda(lly,
ice an

Thank you for your faithfulness and for being an essential
part of this journey.

https://forms.gle/pKKFLsE4rDmsR4k69

Zion Lutheran Church - Call Committee Congregational Survey

Please share your thoughts to help guide the Call Committee as we seek our next
pastor. If more than one person in your household would like to complete the survey,
this link will allow for multiple responses. Responses will be collected through March
22nd. Thank you!

Where do you believe our church is being called to grow or change? Why do you feel
that is important?

What parts of our church's identity and ministry (traditions, values or practices) are most
important for us to preserve? Why?

What are the 5 most critical tasks you feel are required for our partner in ministry?
Please select 5 or less.

Administration

Evangelism/Mission
Innovation/Creativity

Pastoral Care and Visitation

Youth and Family Ministry
Preaching/Worship

Spiritual Formation/Direction
Christian Education/Adult Education
Music/Arts/Worship

Ministry in Daily Life

o o o o 0 0 0 0O 0 0O

Is there anything else you would like the Call Committee to know as we seek our next
pastor?


https://forms.gle/pKkFLsE4rDmsR4k69

Dear Friends,

The information boards in the Fellowship Hall have not been updated in several years.
So, I have volunteered to refresh the boards with keeping the history while updating
the current events sections.

The refreshed layout will contain the following information:

Youth
National Youth Conference — every 3 years, Fund Raisers (yard work, Trivia Night)
Activities (bowling, pizza parties), Faith Family Night

Sunday School, Xmas Program
Communion, Confirmation and Bible Classes, Christian Day Camp, Scholarships

Committees
Social Ministry, Property/Building
Youth Memorial
Parish Education Trust
Council Altar Guild
Music

Senior Choir, Bell Choir
Orchestra, Other gifted musicians

Social Settings for Learning

Book Club, Men’s Bible Study, (breakfast group)
Circles

Helping our Community
Sauerkraut Supper Garden of Eatin
Emmus Café, Trust Grants

Other Boards

Historical documents, History of past Pastors
Confirmation Class photos, Church expansions through the years

If you have any of these types of photos, from 2025, please either email them to me at
Rugbyfgirl_Sl@hotmail.com or bring the photos into the office and Denise will hold
them for me. Please make sure that thel[)) otos you bring in is a copy, as the photo once
placed on the board, might not make it back to you for some time. Make sure you have
your name and contact information on the back of the photo so that it can be returned
to you. Additionally, add the names, places and dates of those in the photo so that we
can identify it when we place it on the board.

Once the boards are updated, we will try to stay on top of the information so that
every year, old pictures can come down and new pictures can go up. So with the new
year just beginning, get out your phones and start taking photos for our board.
Thank you for all your assistance.

Sarah Stalkfleet
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