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Lutheran Church

WHAT MIGHTY PRAISE, O GOD,
BELONGS TO YOU . WE WILL
FULFILL OUR VOWS TO YOU, FOR
YOU ANSWER OUR PRAYERS. ALL
ORUS MUST COME TO YOU.
THOUGH WE ARE OVERWHELMED BY
OUR SINS, YOU AFORGIVE THEM

ALL WHAT JOY FOR THOSE YOU
CHOOSE TO BRING NEAR ..

- PSALM 65:1-4 -

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
July 12, 2026
11:00 a.m.
Zion’s Office Email zionmuscatine@gmail.com
Zion’s Phone Number 563-263-5074



Presiding Minister — Rev. Dr. Vicki Pedersen
Assisting Minister — Tyler Baars
Music Minister — Charles Potter
Holy Communion, ELW Setting 10

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the
sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even
from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table
we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

Thank you for joining us! If you are visiting us today, please fill out a Visitor Card, located in
your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you.

We practice an open communion table at Zion. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior
are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the oldest members
of the body of Christ present in worship.

Children are welcome to fully participate in worship. What could be better than the whole
family of God being together in worship? There are Children’s worship bags available near the
usher’s table in the narthex. Should you or your child need a break, there is a nursery located
across from Fellowship Hall for your use.

Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just two doors down the hall from the
nursery. Please knock before entering.

+ Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able.

BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES

Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red hymnal, Evangelical
Lutheran Worship, which is located in the pew racks.

Thank you for silencing all electronic devices.

PRELUDE Charles Potter
Word of God, Come Down on Earth Johann Gottfried Walther; Johann Sebastian Bach
Open Your Ears, O Faithful People John Ferguson

¥ GATHERING #
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

ALL MAY MAKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, THE SIGN THAT IS MARKED AT BAPTISM, AS
THE PRESIDING MINISTER BEGINS.

Blessed be the holy trinity, + one God,

whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin to god.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,



we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love. Amen.

+ GATHERING HYMN

ELW 519

Open Your Ears, O Faithful People

| c—

s L

(9]

Y  « - - of

®§; ‘l Jl : :
> o @

- pen your cars, O faith-ful peo-ple,

. & .
 — 1
o o o

s 1
1 !

o o

fo—o 2

e

O o - pen your ears and hear God's word.
They who have ears to hear the mes-sage, they who have ears, now let them hear;
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O - pen your hearts, O roy - al priest-hood, God has come to you.
they who would learn the way of wis-dom, let them hear God's word.
Refrai
0 —m = — ——
o—=: —F » # 3‘}
| &= .
J — —— —
To - rah o - ra, To - rah o - ra, hal - le - lu jah!
God has spo -ken o the peo-ple, hal -le - lu Jah!
Hal-le-lu-jah!
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To - rah o - ra, To - rah o - ra, hal - le - lu - jah!
God has spo-ken words of wis-dom, hal -le - lu Jah!



+GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

+Kyrie ELW p.203
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
+Hymn of Praise: ELW p. 204
0- S |
o} | : s & f s o
J o '
1 Come,let us join our cheer-ful songs with an-gels round the throne;
“to be ex-alt - ed thus!”

2 “Wor - thy the Lamb that died,” they cry,

re - ceive hon - or and pow’r di - vine;

3 Je - sus i1s wor - thy to
4 Let all cre - a - tion join 1in one to bless the sa - cred name
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ten thou-sand thou - sand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.
“Wor - thy the Lamb,”our lips re - ply, “for he was slain for us!”
and bless-ings, more than we can give, be, Lord, for - ev - er thine.
up - on the throne, and to a - dore the Lamb.

of him who sits

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—-1748
Music: NUN DANKET ALL, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

+Prayer of the Day:

Let us pray,
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your

Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and
hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



* WORD #
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song
FIRST READING Isaiah 55:10-13

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven

and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
1150 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose

and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

12 For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.
2To you, the one who answers prayer,
to you all flesh shall come.
3 Qur sins are stronger than we are,
but you blot out our transgressions.
4 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your
temple.
5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.
6You make firm the mountains by your power;
you are girded about with might.
7You still the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.
8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your | marvelous
signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God
is full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
10 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.



11You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with
grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING Romans 8:1-11

1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. ¢ To set the
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it
cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 0 But if Christ is in you,
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 1 If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Sarah Evans

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 205
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.



+GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the
beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to

sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. ¢ But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had
no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!”

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is
what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy, 2t yet such a person has no root but endures only
for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the
word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty,
and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



+HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 506 The Word of God Is Source and Seed
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1 The Word of source and seed; it comes to
2 The Word of breath and life; it comes to
3 The Word of grace, who comes to
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die and sprout and
heal and wake and
sing, to laugh and

So make your dark earth
So let the Spir - it
So dare to be as
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wel - come warm; root  deep the God bent to  sow.
touch and mend and rouse your dry bones from their grave.
Je - sus was, who love and die.
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In the Lord let wus re - joice, the Lord let wus re - joice,
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gau - de - a - mus
in the Lord let

Text: Delores Dufner, osB, b. 1939

Music: GAUDEAMUS DOMINQ, David Hurd, b. 1950
Text © 1983, 1993 Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

+APOSTLES’ CREED

mi - no!
re - joice!

Please join in confessing our faith using the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen




+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all of creation.

Each petition ends with: Lord, in your mercy,

Congregational response: Hear our prayer

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon
you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

+ SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always,

And also, with you.

* MEAL #
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of Zion Lutheran
Church. Your contributions are greatly appreciated.

We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to
give through the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly
donations on a regular schedule. If you are interested in electronic giving
options, please contact the church office.

MUSICAL OFFERING The Holy City Matthew Richardson
Sue Robinson

+ OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,

so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

+ DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ PROPER PREFACE
It is right, our duty, and our joy......and join their unending hymn.



+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p.207
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+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed...Do this for the remembrance of me.

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the language or
version of your heart:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

THE DISTRIBUTION

Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion continuously.

If you wish to kneel, please do so after receiving the elements and then proceed to the side
aisles. If you are unable or would prefer not to come forward, please inform one of the ushers
and communion will be brought to where you are seated. If you do not wish to receive
communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing.
Gluten-free wafers are available in the separate small dish. Please let the presiding minister
know if you would like a gluten-free wafer. The grape juice is located in the center ring of the
communion tray. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, are welcome
at this feast.



LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
DISTRIBUTION Hymns
ELW 468 Around You, O Lord Jesus
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1 A-round you, O Lord Je - sus,your own you gath-er  still
2 We hear yourin - vi - ta - tion, and heed, O Lord, your call;
3 We are your own for-ev - er; un-til our fi - nal breath
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bod - y! Take, drink! This is my blood!”
bless - ing, which nev - er will de part.
dwell - ing, as you have said you will.




ELW 478 Father, We Thank You

Fa - ther, we thank you that you plant-ed your  ho - ly name with -
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Christthe bread e - ter - nal; yours is the pow’r, yours be the praise.
lands your church be gath - ered in - to your king - dom by your Son.

Text: Didache, 2nd cent., tr. F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.
Music: RENDEZ A DIEU, attr. Louis Bourgeois, ¢. 1510-1561

Text © Church Pension Fund

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



ELW 512 Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil

warm it with the day. = When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and

keep you in his grace, + now and forever. Amen

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.
¥ SENDING #
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
+BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
+ one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.



+SENDING HYMN ELW 508 As Rain from the Clouds
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I As rain from the clouds will your word come to earth,
As grain that is scat - tered your word has been sown
3 As rays of the sun  shall your word light the  world,
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as snow from the heav - ens re - fresh - ing the land.
on rocks and on road - ways, in good earth and  sand.
a - wak -ing and warm - ing  and heal - ing our land.
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Then soft - en  our soil that the good seed may grow
Make fer - tile our soil that the good seed may grow
Then shine in  our hearts that the good seed may grow
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and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn  to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn  to your  hand.
0
¥ I [ I I I |
L b 1 | | F | | | | | | |
%jv ' o ) , o o’ = . o ! -
T A J A=
We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the light of your word;
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we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
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We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
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for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: AFTON WATER, Jonathan E. Spilman, 1812-1896

Text © 1983, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



+DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE  Father, We Thank You Robert J. Powell
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-739503.
All rights reserved. CCLI Streaming License™ 21990664 Size A
Church Copyright License® 21990671 Size A
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