
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 
July 26, 2026 

 11:00 a.m. 
Zion’s Office Email                                               zionmuscatine@gmail.com 
Zion’s Phone Number                                             563-263-5074 



Presiding Minister – Rev. Susan Bantz 
Reader –Terri Hanson  

Music Minister – Charles Potter 
Holy Communion, ELW Setting 10 

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s 
gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a 
sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a 
great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace 
finds us first! 
 
Thank you for joining us!  If you are visiting us today, please fill out a turquoise Visitor Card, 
located in your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you. 
We practice an open communion table at Zion.  All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior 
are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the oldest members 
of the body of Christ present in worship. 
 
Children are welcome to fully participate in worship.  What could be better than the whole 
family of God being together in worship?  There are Children’s worship bags available near the 
usher’s table in the narthex.  Should you or your child need a break, there is a nursery located 
across from Fellowship Hall for your use. 
Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just two doors down the hall from the 
nursery.  Please knock before entering. 
 
+  Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able. 
 
BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES 
Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red hymnal, Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, which is located in the pew racks. 
Thank you for silencing all electronic devices. 
 
PRELUDE             Charles Potter 
  "Jesus, Priceless Treasure"    Johann Gottfried Walther  
 "Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness"     Johannes Brahms 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



‡ GATHERING ‡ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
ALL MAY MAKE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS, THE SIGN THAT IS MARKED AT BAPTISM, AS 
THE PRESIDING MINISTER BEGINS. 
 

Blessed be the holy trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to god. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ GATHERING HYMN         ELW 775 "Jesus, Priceless Treasure" 

+GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+Kyrie ELW p.203 
 

 
 
+Hymn of Praise: ELW p. 204 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+Prayer of the Day:   
 Let us pray, 
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you 
bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your 
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Introit      “He's Got the Whole World in His Hands”     Garrett and Stange Children 

 
 



‡ WORD ‡ 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 
FIRST READING      1 Kings 3:5-12 
5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 
uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and 
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you have made 
your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know 
how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have 
chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your servant, 
therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and 
evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?” 
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but 
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your 
word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and 
no one like you shall arise after you.” 
The word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: 119:129-136 
 129 Your decrees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
 130 When your word is opened it gives light; 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 
 131 I open my mouth and pant 
  because I long for your commandments. 
 132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  as you always do to those who love your name.  
 133 Order my footsteps in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
 134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
 135 Let your face shine upon your servant 
  and teach me your statutes. 
 136 My eyes shed streams of tears, 
  because people do not keep your teaching.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39 
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God. 
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And 
those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who 
did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give 
us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at 
the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As 
it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Sarah Evans 
 
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   ELW p. 205 

 
 
 



+GOSPEL   Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it 
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and 
make nests in its branches.” 
  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 
every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate 
the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
+HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 638 "Blessed Assurance" 

 



+ APOSTLES’ CREED  
Please join the worldwide church in confessing our faith using the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all of creation. 
 
Each petition ends with: Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregational response:  Hear our prayer  
 
 
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon 
you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
+ SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always, 
And also, with you. 

‡ MEAL ‡ 
Offering                         God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 
Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of Zion Lutheran 
Church.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated. 
We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to give 
through the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly donations on 
a regular schedule.  If you are interested in electronic giving options, please 
contact the church office. 
            

+ OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 



+ DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

+ PROPER PREFACE  

It is right, our duty, and our joy……and join their unending hymn.  
 
+ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   ELW p.207 

 
+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
In the night in which he was betrayed...Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
+ THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the language or 
version of your heart: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 



THE DISTRIBUTION        
Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion continuously. 
 If you wish to kneel, please do so after receiving the elements and then proceed to the side 
aisles. If you are unable or would prefer not to come forward, please inform one of the ushers 

and communion will be brought to where you are seated. If you do not wish to receive 
communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing. 
Gluten-free wafers are available in the separate small dish.  Please let the presiding minister 
know if you would like a gluten-free wafer. The grape juice is located in the center ring of the 
communion tray. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, are welcome 
at this feast. 
 
LAMB OF GOD     ELW p. 208 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISTRIBUTION Hymns 
      ELW 488 "Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness" 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



      ELW 474 "Bread of Life from Heaven" 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 ELW 475 "Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace, ☩ now and forever.  Amen 

 
 



+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

‡ SENDING ‡ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

+BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+SENDING HYMN   ACS 942 “Every Time I Feel The Spirit” 

 
 
+DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   "Jesus, Priceless Treasure"  Johann Sebastian Bach     Charles Potter 
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