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WHAT’S INSIDE



ZION LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

FAITH.FAMILY
COMMUNITY

Council Corner

Altar Guild:
 Week 1: Richardsons
 Week 2: Perishos
 Week 3: Pusateris
 Week 4: Starkweathers
 Sub: Hansons

Birthdays Over 80
* 80-89 Years Young
 ** 90-99 Years Young
 ***100 Years Young

July Birthdays
*Robert Nicolai 07/10
**Emily Cole 07/22
*Joann Jensen 07/25
*Melody Evans 07/26 
**Doris Welk 07/26
*Manley Doyle 07/30
**Doris Evans 07/30

July Birthdays
Brynn Othmer 07/01
Leslie Putnam 7/1
Gregory Bogart 07/03 
Paula Miller 07/07 
Robert Stange 07/08 
Susan Miller 07/10 
Shawn Baars-Schafer 07/11
Miriam Garrett 07/12 
Dale Wilder 07/13
Sheryl Mercer 07/14 
Hazel Davis 07/16 
Michelle Richardson 07/22 
Lynn Heitmann 07/24
Rowen McBride 07/24

1.  A motion was made by Braedan Garrett to have Roger Roskens order
decals for the four entrances at Zion that read “This is a Safe Space.
Racism, Bigotry, Sexism, and Discrimination Will Not Be Tolerated” to
replace the existing Safe Space rainbow signs to be more in line with
Zion’s Welcome Statement.  

2.Correspondence was received from Pastor Luhwa of Tanzania relaying his
condolences to Zion Lutheran and the City of Muscatine for the recent
Muscatine family tragedy.

3.The Social Committee provided food to the Elementary Christian Day
Camp at Saulsbury Recreation Area on June 17th.

4.Committee Chairs need to send their monthly reports to Denise by the
second Wednesday of the month for Council’s review.

5.Dave Starkweather, Property Chair; Dave Hanson, Finance; and Jim
Haage, Council President will meet with Lightwell Insurance regarding
church property insurance. Lightwell currently insures the SE Iowa
Synod.

6.  All Committee Night will only be held on a voluntary basis on July 2nd.

Lunch Bunch 11:30 AM 
July 9 @ Mill Restaurant
(HQ)
August 13 @ Boonie’s



Z BOOK CLUB

July 7 5:30PM
@  D i a m o n d  D a v e ’ s

The Second Chance Book Club Stephanie Butland
September was adopted when she was fifteen months old. She knows

nothing about her early life, but she grew up safe and loved. Now, though,
it's just September and her feckless boyfriend Shaun. And she's at her wits'
end. There's never enough money, and she has nothing to look forward to.

Then a letter comes. September has inherited a house - and Shaun can see
endless opportunities if she sells it. But, almost as soon as she sets foot in
the garden, September knows she cannot let this home go. And she longs

to find out more about the mysterious Lucia who left it to her.

When the members of Lucia's book club arrive, for the first time
September hears stories of her mother, of the aunt who adored her, and of

the secrets that broke the family apart. 

September feels safe here. But money alone can't bring contentment.
September is at the start of a journey full of surprises, shocks - and

opportunities, if she's brave enough . . 



Total Offering Received
For Week 6/28/26

$2,753

YTD Offering Received $105,020

Remaining Weekly Offering 
Required to meet Weekly
Budget

$4,808

 YTD 
 MCSA

YTD 
 Laundry Love

YTD
 Quarters for

Hunger

$800 $520 $325

SHP
YTD Evangelism/Synod

Ben/Outreach
Youth

$1,000 $277 $1,212

FAITH.FAMILY
COMMUNITY

OFFERING

Contact News
Newsletter information
 and articles for the next

 Contact are due by August 5.

Birthdays Over 80
* 80-89 Years Young
 ** 90-99 Years Young
 ***100 Years Young

August Birthdays
**Sharon Martin 08/01
*Ronald Oostendorp 08/01
*Larry Martz 08/05

August Birthdays
Tim Othmer 08/03
Mildred Hyink 08/05
Jan Drumm 08/07
Aurora McBride 08/07
Charles Potter 08/09
*Mike Carter 08/11
Sarah Stalkfleet 08/11
Bruce Miller 08/15
Milo Simpson 8/18
Lanny Creamer 08/22
Evie Evans 08/25
Grace Garrett 08/25
Julie Frye 08/26
Pat Tiecke-Collins 08/27
Brandon Stalkfleet 08/28

Upcoming Meetings:
Joy Circle
June 25 6:30 p.m.
July 23 6:30 p.m.

Group 5
June 16 1:00 p.m
July 21 1:00 p.m.



FAITH.FAMILY
COMMUNITY

* 25+
**50+
July Anniversaries
Kent & Mary Heckman 7/3
Jami & Mary Schroeder 7/6
Vicki Pedersen & Martha Lang 7/8
*Mark & Sarah Perisho 7/9 
Leslie & Joe Putnam 7/9
**Deb & Rick Weiss 7/15
**Barbara & Ralph Buster 7/19

Ushers

July
Jim Haage
Julie Haage
Mike Batenhorst
Susan Smith
Bill Toyne

August Anniversaries
Jacob & Kelsie Dornbush 8/8
 Robert & Mary Martz 8/21
*Gail & Dave Pusateri 8/6
*Wendi & Scott Meerdink 8/19
*Jurgen & Jan Boche 8/20
Mary & Robert Martz 8/21
*Dale & Sue Wilder 8/26
Richard Jr. & Anna Stange 8/31

August
Tom Welk
Mike Watson
Mark & Sarah Perisho

CHRISTIAN DAY CAMP

The Call Committee has continued to meet regularly, prayerfully
discerning God's guidance throughout the call process. 

We are grateful to share that a candidate has been presented to the
committee, and we are thoughtfully and faithfully considering the

next steps.
As we continue this journey, we are reminded that a pastoral call is
more than filling a position—it is seeking the person God is calling

to serve alongside our congregation as we grow in faith, share
Christ's love, and live out God's mission together. 

Our hope is to find the right person to walk with us on our journey
with Christ, trusting that the Holy Spirit is guiding both our

congregation and those being called to ministry.
We are deeply thankful for your continued prayers, patience, and
encouragement. Please continue to keep the Call Committee, the
candidate, and our congregation in your prayers as we seek God's
will for Zion's future. We will share updates as we are able while

honoring the confidentiality of the call process.

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE



Reminders: 
Men’s Bible Study meets every
Wednesday morning at 6:30 a.m. 
at the All American Diner.

Christians Underground 
We have an additional Bible
study/discussion group 
opportunity in Muscatine called
Christians Underground. 
Pastor Aleese Kenitzer from 
Shepherd of the Cross leads this 
group in discussion about the 
Revised Common Lectionary texts 
for the upcoming Sunday. 
They currently meet weekly on
Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m. at Zion
Lutheran church for about an hour.
This invitation is open to all four 
ELCA congregations in Muscatine. 

FAITH.FAMILY
COMMUNITY The Council and Worship Committee have moved to a

monthly update of the prayer list to ensure it remains
current and meaningful. Those not currently listed

have been removed with their consent or at the request
of someone representing them.

Please Pray for Beth Simpson, Faith McCleary, Judy
Sebbert, Martha Carley, Carolyn Kemper, Eric Pohl,
Ashlynn Pohl, Tammy & Tom Welk, Maria Gui, Mary
Devick, Melissa Slaughter, Steve Andersen, Bob
Danner, Roger Roskens, Dick & Ann Stange.



LSI Article & Story

Without Amy’s support, I would still be an addict, and I wouldn’t be where I am today,” said
Michelle, an LSI client. 

 Michelle was struggling with substance abuse, legal issues, and mental health issues when she found LSI
therapist Amy Davis back in 2021. 

 “God helps us in ways we don’t always want him to,” said Michelle. “When the coronavirus pandemic hit, I
lost my job. The unemployment lines were long at the time, so we went several months without a paycheck,
so I decided to get creative with my finances. I started selling drugs and was later arrested with a large
quantity of drugs. They came in, took my kid, and I went to jail. After that, I was referred to work with Amy
at LSI.” 

Michelle and Amy worked through Michelle’s childhood trauma, processing the significant losses in her life
due to drug overdose and death. Amy helped Michelle work on building a positive support system, a list of
future goals, and a relationship with her daughter, Rachel. 

 “Rachel and I had a lot of problems when we entered therapy because I was a drug addict, and there was a
lot of broken trust between us,” said Michelle. “LSI therapists helped us rebuild that trust and helped show
her the progress I had made when she couldn’t see it herself.” 
Rachel, in therapy as well, has been seeing LSI Therapist Chelsea Zaragoza since 2019.

 In addition to one-onone therapy sessions with their respective therapists, Michelle and Rachel also do
family therapy sessions with Amy and Chelsea. These sessions help the mother and daughter have time set
aside to talk about issues they are having in a healthy, productive way. 
“Michelle has had a lot of struggles, loss, and a lot of people who didn’t believe in her, and her daughter was
one of them,” said Amy Davis, LSI Therapist.

 “We have worked hard doing family and individual therapy to bring those two back together, and it has
worked. Where they are now, I don’t think I’ve seen a mother-daughter relationship as healthy as the two of
them are.” 

 “To see how far Michelle has come since I met her is truly remarkable,” said Amy. “She built the ladder, and
she climbed out.” 
 
“I was a mess when I first came to LSI,” said Michelle. “Now, I’m sober, in college, have a high-paying job,
and have my daughter back. Amy believed in me when no one else did, not even myself. She gave me hope.”



FINANCIALS
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