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WHAT’S INSIDE

The quilt ladies with a load of 20 lap quilts
made with love for the VA in Iowa City.



ZION LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

FAITH.FAMILY
COMMUNITY

Council Corner

Altar Guild:
 Week 1: Richardsons
 Week 2: Perishos
 Week 3: Pusateris
 Week 4: Starkweathers
 Sub: Hansons

Birthdays Over 80
* 80-89 Years Young
 ** 90-99 Years Young
 ***100 Years Young

August Birthdays
**Sharon Martin 08/01
*Ronald Oostendorp 08/01
*Larry Martz 08/05

August Birthdays
Tim Othmer 08/03
Mildred Hyink 08/05
Jan Drumm 08/07
Aurora McBride 08/07
Charles Potter 08/09
*Mike Carter 08/11
Sarah Stalkfleet 08/11
Bruce Miller 08/15
Milo Simpson 8/18
Lanny Creamer 08/22
Evie Evans 08/25
Grace Garrett 08/25
Julie Frye 08/26
Pat Tiecke-Collins 08/27
Brandon Stalkfleet 08/28

1.  Peggy Starkweather presented the revised ByLaws of the Zion
Evangelical Lutheran Church Trust Fund from Eichelberger Law
Firm. The revised version updates the 1990 ByLaws to include all of
the different funds within the Trust Fund: Mission Outreach,
Parsonage, Scholarship, Sabbatical, Breckenfelder Youth Emergency
Trip Fund, Grimm, Music Fund, Adult Education Enrichment,
Philippi Fund, Columbarium, and the Operating account.  

2.Dave Starkweather reported that a new company is taking care of
our A/C units. Bitler Heating and Air Conditioning from Port Byron,
Illinois, inspected, cleaned and serviced all of the units. A 10-ton
unit on the roof that cools the new addition of the fellowship hall, the
library, the music room, the restrooms, and the entrance area
downstairs may need additional work.

3.Dave Starkweather reported water issues during heavy rains
occurring in the kitchenette area in the multi-purpose room and in
the storeroom behind that area. Solutions and possible quotes are
being obtained.

4.A motion was approved for Denise’s request for vacation September
8-14 and to approve Peggy Starkweather to cover the office from
September 8-11.  

5.Approval was granted by Council for use of the church by the legion
ladies on September 26th for quilting.

6.Wendy Brendel reported that the Call Process is still on-going.



FAITH.FAMILY
COMMUNITY

Birthdays Over 80
* 80-89 Years Young
 ** 90-99 Years Young
 ***100 Years Young

September Birthdays
*Larry Driskell 09/06
*Ellen Oostendorp 09/12
*Janet Martz 09/18

September Birthdays
Charlie Drumm 09/04
Allison Thompson 09/06
Elizabeth Richardson 
Holden 09/08
Maxwell Brendel 09/09
Toby Sander 09/10
Sue Wilder 09/10
Kohn Subbert 9/14
Susan McDonald 09/16
Richard Stange, Jr. 09/17
Zachary Thompson 09/17
Hayden Cantrell 09/18
Carver Thompson 9/18
Felicity Thompson 9/18
Gabriella Steele 09/20
Jean Heitmann 09/21
Kelly Gillespie 09/22
Neil Borde 09/24/
Wendy Brendel 09/27
 Tim Halloran 09/29

Lunch Bunch 11:30 AM
August 13 Boonie’s
September 10 Guadalajara

Contact News
Newsletter information
 and articles for the next

 Contact are due by
September 4

Thanksgiving in July





Total Offering Received
For Week 8/2/26

$3,519

YTD Offering Received $122,492

Remaining Weekly Offering 
Required to meet Weekly
Budget

$5,107

 YTD 
 MCSA

YTD 
 Laundry Love

YTD
 Quarters for

Hunger

$800 $520 $325

SHP
YTD Evangelism/Synod

Ben/Outreach
Youth

$1,000 $277 $1,212

FAITH.FAMILY
COMMUNITY

OFFERING

Upcoming Meetings: 
6:30 PM

Joy Circle
August 27
September 24

1:00 PM
Group 5
August 18
September15

* 25+
**50+
August Anniversaries
Jacob & Kelsie Dornbush 8/8
 Robert & Mary Martz 8/21
*Gail & Dave Pusateri 8/6
*Wendi & Scott Meerdink 8/19
*Jurgen & Jan Boche 8/20
Mary & Robert Martz 8/21
*Dale & Sue Wilder 8/26
Richard Jr. & Anna Stange 8/31

September Anniversaries
**Roy & Joleen Schnedler 9/2
Eddie & Katie Saunders 9/9
 *Lynn & Jean Heitmann 9/28
Elizabeth Richardson Holden & 
Logan Holden 9/28/24

Ushers
August
Tom Welk
Mike Watson
Mark & Sarah Perisho

September
Richard Jacobsen
Rosendo Ramos
Mike Carter
Julie Frye



Reminders: 
Men’s Bible Study meets every
Wednesday morning at 6:30 a.m. 
at the All American Diner.

Christians Underground 
We have an additional Bible
study/discussion group 
opportunity in Muscatine called
Christians Underground. 
Pastor Aleese Kenitzer from 
Shepherd of the Cross leads this 
group in discussion about the 
Revised Common Lectionary texts 
for the upcoming Sunday. 
They currently meet weekly on
Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m. at Zion
Lutheran church for about an hour.
This invitation is open to all four 
ELCA congregations in Muscatine. 

Please Pray for Faith McCleary, Judy Sebbert,
Martha Carley, Carolyn Kemper, Eric Pohl, Tammy
Welk, Maria Gui, Bob Danner & Dick & Ann Stange.

FAITH.FAMILY
COMMUNITY



He’s one hundred years old. He’s ready to die.
Then he meets a boy struggling to live.

Murray McBride has outlived his friends, his career, and the love of his life. 
At one hundred, he’s tired—of pills, of loneliness, of waking to another empty day.

Jason Cashman is ten, and his failing heart may not give him many tomorrows.
When Murray discovers Jason’s handwritten list—

Five Things I Want to Do Before My Heart Dies—something long dormant stirs. 
If Jason’s time is short, Murray decides it won’t be small.

From hitting a home run in a major league stadium…
To giving Jason’s mother a reason to smile again…

To attempting something that feels like real magic…
What begins as a simple promise becomes an unforgettable journey of friendship, 

courage, and second chances. As the clock ticks for them both, Murray must face his own
regrets and decide whether it’s truly too late to matter.

Tender, funny, and deeply moving, 
The Five Wishes of Mr. Murray McBride is a life-affirming story about love, loss, and the

power of keeping a promise. BOOK 1-3 Series

Z BOOK CLUB

August 25 5:30PM
@  D i a m o n d  D a v e ’ s

The Five Wishes of Mr. Murray McBride~ Joe Siple





LSI Article & Story

August is Make-A-Will Month, an ideal time to create or update one of the most important
documents you'll ever sign. A will allows you to care for the people you love while ensuring
your values continue to make a difference for generations to come.

Many adults put off making a will, believing they have plenty of time or that they don't have
enough assets to need one. While surveys vary, they consistently show that more than half of
American adults have not created a will, leaving their families without clear guidance when
the unexpected happens.

In reality, a will is important for nearly everyone. It gives you the opportunity to clearly
express your wishes, provide for loved ones, appoint guardians for minor children, and
simplify the administration of your estate. Without a will, state law determines how your
assets are distributed, which may not reflect your intentions.

A will is also an opportunity to leave a legacy that reflects your faith and generosity. After
providing for family and friends, many people choose to include a charitable gift to a church
or nonprofit that has touched their lives. These gifts—often called legacy gifts or planned gifts
—can be made as a percentage of your estate, a specific dollar amount, or the remainder of
your estate after loved ones have been provided for.

While every gift is unique, together charitable bequests provide billions of dollars each year
to strengthen nonprofit organizations and ministries, helping them continue their mission
for future generations.

A legacy gift to your congregation or to Lutheran Services in Iowa is a meaningful way to
continue sharing Christ's love long into the future. Your gift can help children find safe,
loving families, empower people with disabilities to live more independently, welcome
refugees as they build new lives, and provide hope and support to families facing life's
challenges.

One of the greatest advantages of a charitable bequest is its flexibility. You can care for your
family first while also making a lasting investment in the ministries and causes that have
shaped your life and faith. Even a modest gift can have a lasting impact.

Make-A-Will Month is the perfect time to review your current estate plan or create your first
will. Your will is more than a legal document—it is a reflection of your life's values, your
generosity, and your commitment to the people and organizations that matter most.

If you have already included Lutheran Services in Iowa in your estate plans, thank you for
your vision and generosity. If you are considering a legacy gift, we would be honored to
answer your questions and help you explore options that align with your wishes and
charitable goals. There is never any obligation—only the opportunity to create a lasting legacy
of hope. You can reach out to us at 866-584-5293 or philanthropy@LSIowa.org.

Make-A-Will Month:Create a Legacy That Reflects Your Values



FINANCIALS
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