
 
 
  

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 2026 

 11:00 a.m. 
Zion’s Office Email                                                zionmuscatine@gmail.com 
Zion’s Phone Number                                             563-263-5074 



Presiding Minister – Rev. John Meyer 
Assisting Minister-Jan Pohl 

Music Minister – Charles Potter 
Holy Communion, ELW Setting 10 

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which 
they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold 
confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s 
mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living 
sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth 
to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 
 
Thank you for joining us!  If you are visiting us today, please fill out a turquoise Visitor Card, 
located in your pew rack, if you would like to have us contact you. 
We practice an open communion table at Zion.  All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior 

are welcome to celebrate Holy Communion with us, from the youngest to the oldest members 
of the body of Christ present in worship. 
 
Children are welcome to fully participate in worship.  What could be better than the whole 
family of God being together in worship?  There are Children’s worship bags available near the 
usher’s table in the narthex.  Should you or your child need a break, there is a nursery located 
across from Fellowship Hall for your use. 
Nursing mothers are welcome to use the Mothers’ Room, just two doors down the hall from the 
nursery.  Please knock before entering. 
 

+  Indicates that you are invited to rise as you are able. 
 
BOLD PRINT INDICATES CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSES 
Hymn numbers are the large numbers at the top of the page in the red hymnal, Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, which is located in the pew racks. 
Thank you for silencing all electronic devices. 
 
PRELUDE             Charles Potter 
 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
Whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ GATHERING HYMN  ELW 524 "What Is This Place" 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



+Kyrie: page 203 

 
 
+Hymn of Praise: page 204(come let us join) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+Prayer of the Day: 
   Let us pray, 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our 
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may 
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING      Isaiah 51:1-6 
 1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
  you who seek the Lord. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2 Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah, who bore you, 



 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3 For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 
 4 Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation, 
 for a teaching will go out from me 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 
  my salvation has gone out, 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 
  and look at the earth beneath, 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 
The word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: 138 
 1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of 
your steadfast love and faithfulness; 
  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
 3 When I called, you answered me; 
  you increased my strength within me. 
 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
 5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 
  that great is the glory of the Lord. 
 6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
 8 You will make good your purpose for me; 
  O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of 
your hands.  



SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of 
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so 
that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not 
all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; 
the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
The word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Sarah Evans 

Backpack Blessing 

Before school starts tomorrow we invite all the students to come forward. 

Let us Pray: 

Good and Gracious God bless these backpacks and all the students that carry 
them as they start the 2026-27 school year, open 

their minds to the things they will learn both inside and outside the 
classrooms.  Guide them in making good choices as they grow in wisdom. Watch 
over these students on the bus, in the classrooms, on the playground, and at 
home,may they feel your loving support in all that they do. Amen 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205 

 
  
 +GOSPEL   Matthew 16:13-20 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
3 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others 
Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered 
the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 652 "Built on a Rock" 

 
 
+ APOSTLES’ CREED  
Please join the worldwide church in confessing our faith using the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
 



+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of 
God’s creation. 
 

Each petition ends with: Lord, in your mercy, 
Congregational response:  Hear our prayer  
 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
+ SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always, 
And also, with you. 

‡ MEAL ‡ 

Offering 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 Thank you for supporting God’s ministry and mission through the people of Zion Lutheran 
Church.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated.   
We have online giving options available through Tithe.ly which allows you to 
give through the app, online, and even make weekly, biweekly, or monthly 
donations on a regular schedule.  To give right now, please scan the QR code to 
make a contribution. 
If you are interested in electronic giving options, please contact the church office.  
  

MUSICAL OFFERING "Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me"   Charles Callahan          Charles Potter 
 
Offering Prayer 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 
 

+ DIALOGUE ELW p. 206 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
+ PROPER PREFACE 
It is right, our duty, and our joy……and join their unending hymn.  
  



+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 207 

 
 
 + WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 In the night in which he was betrayed...Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
+ LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us, using the language or 
version of your heart: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 
DISTRIBUTION         
Please come forward for communion as directed. We will serve communion continuously. If 
you wish to kneel, please do so after receiving the elements and then proceed to the side 
aisles. If you are unable or would prefer not to come forward, please inform one of the ushers 
and communion will be brought to where you are seated. If you do not wish to receive 
communion, you are welcome to come forward with arms crossed to receive a blessing. 
Gluten-free wafers are available in the separate small dish.  Please let the presiding minister 
know if you would like a gluten-free wafer. The grape juice is located in the center ring of the 
communion tray. All who believe in Christ as Lord and Savior, young and old, are welcome 
at this feast. 



LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 208 
  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
   ELW 623 "Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me" 

 
 
        
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ELW 769 "If You buy Trust in God to Guide You" 

 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 



ELW 654 "The Church's One Foundation" 

 
 
+ POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
Now may this body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace, ☩ now and forever. Amen 

  
+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



‡ SENDING ‡ 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

+ BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. Amen. 
 
+ SENDING HYMN   ELW 729 "The Church of Christ, in Every Age" 

 
 

+Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  The Church's One Foundation"  Gerhard Krapf  Charles Potter 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-739503.    
All rights reserved.  CCLI Streaming License™ 21990664 Size A   
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